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MESSAGE FROM EDITOR'S DESK

It gives me immense pleasure to present the 15th Edition of Materials of the Future,

a publication dedicated to exploring the innovations, discoveries, and technological
advancements that are redefining the world of material science. As industries evolve
and global challenges demand smarter, more sustainable solutions, advanced materials
continue to play a pivotal role in shaping the future of engineering, healthcare, energy,
infrastructure, manufacturing, and environmental sustainability.

This edition brings together insightful articles, research contributions, and emerging
perspectives from students, faculty members, researchers, and industry experts. Each
contribution reflects a commitment to scientific excellence, innovation, and
interdisciplinary collaboration, highlighting how next-generation materials are driving
progress across diverse fields. From sustainable materials and nanotechnology to smart
composites and advanced manufacturing, this edition offers readers a comprehensive
view of the transformative potential of material science.

I extend my heartfelt appreciation to every author, reviewer, faculty mentor, editor,
designer, and member of the editorial team whose dedication and collaborative efforts
have made this edition possible. Their commitment to quality and knowledge
dissemination has enriched this publication and strengthened its academic value.

I also express my sincere gratitude to GSFC University for continuously fostering a
culture of research, innovation, and academic excellence. Such initiatives provide a
valuable platform for young minds and experienced researchers alike to exchange
ideas, inspire innovation, and contribute meaningfully to society through scientific
advancement.

We hope the 15th Edition of Materials of the Future serves as a source of

knowledge, inspiration, and intellectual curiosity for students, academicians,
researchers, and professionals. May the ideas presented.in these pages encourage
innovation, spark meaningful discussions, and inspire the development of materials
that will build a smarter, greener, and more sustainable future for generations to come.
Happy Reading!

-Dr. Mihir Trivedi
Sr. Assistant Professor,
Chief Editor Science View Magazine

MESSAGE FROM DESIGNERS'S DESK

It is with immense pride and gratitude that we present the 15th Edition of Materials of
the Future. Being entrusted with the responsibility of conceptualizing and designing this
prestigious publication has been both an inspiring and rewarding experience. This
edition represents a collective effort to showcase the latest advancements, innovative
research, and transformative ideas that are shaping the future of material science and
engineering.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to GSFC University for providing us with the
opportunity to contribute to this distinguished publication. Our sincere appreciation
goes to Dr. Mihir Trivedi for his continued trust, guidance, and encouragement
throughout the creative journey.

We also express our deepest respect and gratitude to our honourable President Shri P. K.
Taneja, IAS (Retd.), Provost Dr. G. R. Sinha, Director (Admin, I/c) Shri Mahesh Barot,
Assistant Director Shri Naren Acharya, and Dean DOST-AI Dr. K. Santoshkumar for
their visionary leadership, unwavering support, and constant motivation, which have
been instrumental in bringing this edition to life.

A special note of thanks is extended to the university’s marketing & procurement team
and all the faculty members, contributors, researchers, reviewers, and the editorial team
whose dedication and collaborative spirit have made this edition possible. Their valuable
insights and commitment to excellence have greatly enriched the quality of this
publication.

“Designing Materials of the Future” has been a privilege that allowed us to blend
creativity with scientific excellence. Every page has been thoughtfully crafted to reflect
innovation, precision, and the forward-looking vision that defines GSFC University.
We sincerely hope that this 15th edition serves as a source of knowledge, inspiration,
and discovery for students, academicians, researchers, and industry professionals alike.
As you turn these pages, may you find ideas that inspire innovation, encourage
collaboration, and contribute to building a smarter, more sustainable future through the
science of advanced materials.

Happy Reading!

-Aditi Singh & Priyanshi Vankar
Concept Designer,
Science View Magazine
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At this microscopic level, materials behave differently. Their magnetic, optical,
SM AR I MEDI‘ INE S & electrical, and chemical properties change dramatically, allowing scientists to
create highly specialized structures capable of interacting directly with cells,
tissues, and biological molecules. These tiny engineered structures are known as
N ANO DR' | r nanoparticles. Although invisible to the naked eye, nanoparticles may become
some of the most powerful medical tools ever developed.

L

What is Nano Drug Delivery? Y
:l Nano drug delivery refers to the use of nanosized Qalirlers to transport medicines

directly to target tissues or cells. These carriers Plelp m\e@cmes
* Reach infected areas more effectively

When Tlny TeChn()longS Begn to * Remain stable inside the body *I \ \\

* Release drugs slowly and in a controlled manner.

Transform Human Life * Reduce side effects
* Improve treatment efficiency N
» 4 Batul Kathlrlya Some commonly used nanocarriers include:
2"¢ Year, B.Sc. Microbiology ~ Liposomies :
) * Polymeric nanoparticles
& o School of Science * Dendrimers
L * Micelles .
* Hydrogels e, \
Introduction: A NEW ERA OF MEDICINE .3 : : Unlike conventional medicines, these smart systems can improve precision in
For centuries, medicine has been one of humanity’s greatest tools for survival. From ancient treatment and reduce unnecessary damage to healthy tissues. \
herbal remedies to antibiotics, vaccines, and robotic surgeries, every generation has ""%, ' i
witnessed scientific breakthroughs that once seemed impossible. Yet despite these Cancer Therapy: One of the Greatest Applications = ‘ PR 1),
advancements, one challenge has remained constant: how can medicines reach the exact One of the most promising uses a omedicine is in e e o tment, 1 |
o place inside the body where they are truly needed? Traditional chemotherapy attacks rapidly dividing cells - _ l -
including healthy cells such as halr folllcles

Traditional medicines often travel blindly throughout the body. A single tablet designed to
treat one disease may unintentionally affect healthy organs and tissues as well. This is why
many treatments cause side effects such as nausea, fatigue, weakened immunity, and organ S
damage. In diseases like cancer, the treatment itself can sometimes become physically :
exhausting for patients. But science is now entering a revolutionary phase where medicines
are becoming smarter, smaller, and more precise than ever before.

undergoing chemothera 7 off experience

Welcome to the world of smart medicines and nano drug delivery, a future where
microscopic technologies may detect diseases early, target infected cells directly, release
medicines intelligently, and perhaps one day even repair damaged tissues from inside the
human body. What once belonged only to science fiction is slowly becoming scientific
reality. .
The Journey from Conventional Medlcme to Smart Healthcare:
In the past, healthcare depended main 31 oq,generahzed treatment methods. Tablets, syrups,
injections, and capsules were des1gne to spread medicines throughout the body through
blood circulation. Although these methods successfully saved millions of lives, they also
carried major limitations. Many drugs lose effectiveness before reaching target organs.
ne epeated high doses, increasing __ oxicity and side effects. Others fail to cross
" “pro % al barriers such as th efe -r. -ain barrier, making neurological diseases
£ N, el -

' : . =g
""..?r.f‘ ﬁ uture 1edicine v i ' eating

of.them
Understa
science of
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\  For example, tumour environments are usually mere acidic than healthy tissues. Scientists
have created pH-sensitive nanoparticles that release medicines onlyin acidic énvironments,
ensuring that drugs activate precisely where cancer cells exist. Slmllar.ly,htemp‘erature—
sensitive hydrogels ean release therapeutic compounds only when exposed te bedy heat or
inflammation. These intelligent systems behave almost like miniature decisior%king
machines insidé the human body. Nanotechnology and Brain Disorders-The human-.brain is
protected by a powerful defense system known as the blood-brain barrier. "--‘:\
P

While this*barrier pr
medicines. As a result,
* Alzheimer’s disease
¥ Parkins&r‘s disease

*&Epileps ¥
* Brain tumours remain

ts the brain from harmful substances, it also blocks many useful".“
iSeases such as:

ficult to treat effectively.

‘overcome this obstacle. Scientists are developing nanocarriers
blood-brain barrier safely and delivering drugs directly into
breakthrough could transform the future of neuroscience and

N echnology may
le~of crossing

neur ical tissues.

mental healthcare.

!
-19 Revolution
ic demonstrated the real-world power of nanotechnology. mRNA
particles to safely transport genetic instructions into human cells.
without these n articles, the fragile mRNA molecules would degrade rapidly before
becoming effec /This . marked one of the largest successful applications of\\
\

Vaccines and the C
The COVID-19 pan
vaccines used lipid

‘nanotechnology odern medicine and proved how intelligent delivery systems can
acceleratcsglobal,l}e thcare innovation.

\ '
™ /—Art1f1c1al‘lnt igence and Future Healthcare .\
Artificial inte nce is becoming an important part of smart medicine.Al systems can
* Analyze patient data_
* Assist do€tors/in diagnosis v
* Predict dis€ase progression L
* Imprové drug development ' \
* Help cr¢ ersonalized treatments "'-\ ~

deiivery, Al may help design highly individualized
wts, are customized for each patient. This could make

‘ $ystems where tredi
di 1ne more accurate a

, ng throug
g.dehv

N\ i IOIY[R

In the future, nanorobots may help repair damaged tissues, remove infections, or deliver
medicines automatically inside the body. Hospitals may also use intelligent biosensors
capable of detecting diseases before symptoms even appear. Healthcare is gradually
moving toward predictive and preventive medicine rather than only treating diseases
after they occur. Challenges and Ethical Concerns-Despite its advantages, nano
medicine also has certain challenges. Safety Concerns-Scientists are still studying:

* Jong-term effects of nanoparticles

* Possible toxicity

* Accumulation in body organs

* Immune system reactions

High Costs-Advanced nano technologies are expensive to develop and manufacture,
which may limit accessibility in some countries. Environmental Impact-Improper
disposal of nanomaterials may affect the environment and ecosystems.

\) Ethical Issues-The use of artificial intelligence and smart medical devices also raises
“eoncerns regarding:
\* rivacy
* Medical ethics
* Pata security
* Téchnological dependence

Therefore, future scientific progress must be balanced with safety and responsibility.
India’'s ‘Role in Nano Medicine-India is rapidly progressing in nanotechnology and
pharmaceutical research.

¥

Research institutions such as:
£ 11T

* CSIR laboratories

l‘ %

. India’s strong pharmaceutical 1ndustry and growing sc1ent1f1c infrastructure
\ i‘nay help e country become an important contributor to future smart healthcare

. systems. E vernment initiatives supporting biotechnology and digital healthcare are
- also encouraging further research in this field.

) .4 ) .. . .

. Conclusion: The Beginning of a Medical Revolution

Human civilization is entering a new medical era where treatments are becoming
aller, smarter, and more precise than ever before. Nano drug delivery and intelligent

L terials are not simply improving medicine they are redefining the entire philosophy of
healthcare. By combining nanotechnology, biotechnology, material science, and artificial
« intelligence, scientists are creating systems capable of treating diseases with

extraox inary precision. The medicines of the future may no longer be ordinary tablets
or injections. Instead, they may exist as intelligent parti€léS*eapable of traveling through
the human body, 1dent1fy1ng diseased cells, Jiéspond piological signals, and
deliverin‘%k)::erapies exactly where neededffWhat once ; - imagination is

steadily moving toward reality. The futu ealthcare | pegtin, and it may
arrive in fo ms too small for the human €} -~

.'-'
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AUTOMATION OR
AUTONOMY?

Rethinking Material Management in the Age of Al

Shelina Chaudhari
2" Year BBA General
School of Management & Entrepreneurship

Introduction:

When people hear the term "Artificial Intelligence (Al)," they often think about robots or
advanced computers. However, Al is already being used in many areas that affect everyday
life and industry. One such area is material management. Material management may not
sound very exciting at first, but it plays an important role in every industry. Whether a
company manufactures fertilizers, medicines, chemicals, or consumer products, it needs
the right materials at the right time. This development has created an interesting
discussion: should industries depend mainly on automated systems, or should human
decision-making continue to guide important operations?

Why Material Management Matters:

Many people focus on production when thinking about industry, but production cannot
happen without proper planning of materials. Imagine a fertilizer manufacturing plant.
Raw materials need to be available before production begins. Warehouses must keep track
of stock, and managers need to know when new materials should be ordered. Even a small
mistake can affect the entire process. Traditionally, these decisions were based on
records, experience, and manual calculations. Today, software systems can analyze large
amounts of data within seconds and provide useful suggestions.

Common Tasks in Material Management

Task-Purpose

Purchasing-Obtaining required materials

Inventory Control—Tracking available stock

Storage—Maintaining materials safely

Transportation—Moving materials efficiently

Forecasting—Predicting future requirements

The Growing Role of Automation:

Automation simply means using technology to perform tasks automatically. For example,
an inventory management system can monitor stock levels throughout the day. If a
particular material reaches a minimum level, the system can send an alert immediately.
This reduces the chances of shortages and helps managers respond quickly. Another
important application is demand forecasting. Al systems can study previous sales records
and identify patterns that may not be obvious to humans. Based on this information,
companies can estimate future requirements more accurately. Because of these
advantages, automation helps industries save time, reduce errors, and improve efficiency.

Author's Note:

I chose this topic because Artificial Intelligence is
becoming an important part of modern industries
and everyday life. While learning about industrial
operations and resource management, I became
interested in understanding how Al can improve
material management and help organizations
work more efficiently. I was also interested in
exploring how technology can support
sustainability by reducing waste and making
better use of resources. This topic allowed me to

study both the opportunities and challenges of = ’

using Al in industrial decision-making.




Is Complete Autonomy the Answer?

Although automation offers many benefits, complete autonomy may not always be practical.
Autonomy means that a system makes decisions on its own without waiting for human
approval.

Sustainability Benefits of Al
* Al Function-Sustainability Benefit
* Demand Forecasting- Less material waste
 Inventory Optimization—Better resource utilization
* Smart Logistics—Lower fuel consumption

Warehouse Automation-Reduced Energy Usage

According to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, responsible consumption and
production are important steps toward sustainable development. Al-supported material
management can contribute positively to this goal. Finding a Balance-The discussion should
not be about choosing between humans and machines. Instead, it should focus on how both
can work together effectively.

Al can analyze data faster than humans and identify useful trends. Humans, on the other hand,
can evaluate unexpected situations, ethical concerns, and long-term consequences. A balanced
approach allows organizations to benefit from technology while maintaining human oversight.
Such a system is likely to be more reliable than depending entirely on either people or
machines.

Conclusion

Artificial Intelligence is gradually changing the way material management is carried out
in modern industries. From inventory tracking to demand forecasting, Al offers several
advantages that improve efficiency and support sustainable practices. However,
technology alone cannot solve every challenge. Human judgment remains essential,
especially when decisions involve uncertainty or changing circumstances.

The future of material management is therefore not about replacing people with
machines. Instead, it is about creating a partnership where technology supports human
expertise. By maintaining this balance, industries can become more productive,
responsible, and sustainable.

In theory, this can make operations faster. However, real-world situations are not
always predictable. For instance, a system may recommend ordering additional
materials based on historical demand. But what if transportation is disrupted due to
weather conditions or market prices suddenly increase? In such situations, human
judgment becomes important. Technology is excellent at processing data, but people
can consider factors that may not appear in databases or reports.

Experience, intuition, and practical understanding still have value. For this reason, many
experts believe that Al should support human decisions rather than completely replace
them. Al and Sustainability-One aspect of Al that often receives less attention is its
contribution to sustainability. Sustainability means using resources responsibly so that
future generations can also benefit from them. Modern industries are under increasing
pressure to reduce waste and improve efficiency. Al can support sustainability in
several ways-Reducing Waste Better forecasting helps organizations purchase only the
materials they actually need. This prevents unnecessary stock accumulation and
reduces waste. Improving Resource Use-Al systems can identify areas where resources
are being used inefficiently and suggest improvements. Saving Energy-Smart
warehouses and automated systems can optimize opegations, leading to lower energy
consumption. Reducing Emissions-Efficient transportati

ion planning reduces fuel usage
and helps lower carbon eﬁ'ssiois.
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Is the World Running Out of the Most Use

Jiya Mishra
2" Year, B.Sc. Microbiology |
School”of Science
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The grains beneath our feet are quietly becoming one of the 2Ist century's most
contested resources. When people picture a natural resource crisis, they usually
imagine oil rigs, drying reservoirs, or vanishing forests. Almost no one pictures a
beach. Yet sand, the ordinary, unremarkable material lying under our buildings, roads,
phones, and windows, has quietly become the second-most consumed natural
resource on the planet after water. It is mined, dredged, trucked, smuggled, and
fought over on a scale that most people never notice, precisely because it looks too
abundant to ever run out.

That assumption is now being challenged by scientists, courts, and international
agencies alike. In May 2026, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
released the third edition of its landmark report, Sand and Sustainability: An Essential
Resource for Nature and Development. Its message was stark: the world is extracting
sand faster than geology can replace it, and the gap is widening every year.

The Invisible Giant of Global Consumption

# Sand does not announce itself the way oil or gold does. There is no "sand exchange"
. «*# ticking away on financial news channels, no cartel logo attached to a barrel. But the N\ P, 4
” numbers are staggering. According to UNEP, global demand for sand increased

. fivefold between 1970 and 2020, from 9.6 billion tonnes to approximately 50 billion e

= tonnes, growing at an average annual rate of 3.2 per cent. To put that in perspective, e

; the volume of sand and gravel extracted every year is enough, as earlier UNEP e oJfafa
“a~ > assessments noted, to build a wall nine storeys high running around the entire planet. is\CHdY
- ._;.":- 'T- \ /
:-'3'"..;: Four forces are driving this explosive growth, and UNEP identifies all of them clearly: " __-.:- '
,?‘;in- population growth, migration from rural to urban areas, infrastructure development, ey
. ‘@~ and changing lifestyles that require larger built-up areas per person. The scale of ) S {
"‘,ﬁﬁ."- urban change is itself dramatic: the global population increased from 3 billion in 1960 ’ " w-u
gy, to around 8.2 billion in 2025 and is projected to reach 9.6 billion by 2050, while nearly B o
P, 45 per cent of the global population lived in cities in 2025, more than double the .

- share in 1950. Every new apartment block, flyover, airport runway, and stretch of

% coastal reclamation depends on concrete and concrete is, by volume, mostly sand and o
. e gravel. A\ __.1:'.-‘5
"] a2l . - & T e, W e 4T
'__( , - o 4 4 - o v - el A (‘. b‘ .v"

Globally, the sand and gravel market was valued at roughly $569.4 billion in
2024, and built-up area per person has climbed from about 43 square
metres in 1975 to nearly 63 square metres today a trend UNEP expects will
push construction-related sand demand up by another 45 percent by
2060. Sand, in short, is not a fringe commodity. It is the literal foundation
of modern civilization, and the foundation is being eroded faster than it
can regenerate.

Why "Just Sand" Cannot Simply Be Replaced

A common misconception is that sand is sand that a desert full of it should
be able to supply construction needs indefinitely. This is precisely wrong,
and it is the crux of the crisis. Desert sand, shaped by wind rather than
water, is too smooth and rounded to bind properly in concrete. The sand
that construction actually needs, angular, coarse river and marine sand, is
a much more specific and finite resource, one that forms over hundreds of
thousands of years through the slow grinding of rock by rivers and waves.

That is why extraction increasingly targets riverbeds, floodplains, deltas,
and now, alarmingly, the seabed itself. As UNEP's Pascal Peduzzi framed it
at the Geneva launch of the 2026 report, humanity faces a genuine
dilemma: "We want both living and dead sand, meaning we want sand to
keep functioning as a living ecological system (protecting coastlines,
recharging aquifers, sustaining fisheries) even as we extract it as an inert
industrial input. Those two demands are, increasingly, incompatible.

The environmental consequences are already visible. Excessive river and
coastal sand mining causes riverbank and coastal erosion, sinking deltas,
saltwater intrusion into freshwater aquifers, loss of fish breeding grounds,
and greater vulnerability to storm surges, the very hazards that sea walls
and reclaimed land were supposed to guard against.

UNEP's report also flaé‘s' a fast=growing but poorly regulated frontier:
extraction from the sea-and coastal areas is accelerating rapidly, causing
ecosystem damage, falling fish:stocks, and heightened exposure to sea-
level rise. e 2




Case Study: The Battle for the Chambal River, India

Nowhere is the tension between construction demand and ecological survival more
visible than in India, which needs an estimated 700 million tonnes of sand every year
to feed a construction sector that contributes close to 9 percent of national GDP.
Much of that demand is met through a shadow economy of illegal, unregulated
riverbed mining—often described in Indian courts as being run by organised "sand
mafias.”

The most striking recent example comes from the National Chambal Sanctuary, a
protected stretch of river spanning Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and Rajasthan
that is home to the critically endangered gharial crocodile and the Gangetic dolphin.
In a series of hearings running into 2026, the Supreme Court of India took up the case
titled In Re: Illegal Sand Mining in the National Chambal Sanctuary and Threat to
Endangered Aquatic Wildlife, describing organised sand-mining networks operating
there as "modern dacoits" and flagging what it called an outright environmental crisis
inside the sanctuary.

Court-monitored enforcement data submitted in the case gives a rare, granular look
at the scale of the problem. In Kota district alone, 28 FIRs were registered, 48 arrests
effected and 31 vehicles seized during the period 2023-2025, while in Bundi district
over the same period, 12 FIRs were registered, 18 arrests effected and 13 vehicles
seized. Forest Department records placed before the Court showed illegal mining
cases rising sharply year over year, from 55 cases detected during the financial year
2023-2024, 50 cases during 2024-2025, 83 cases during 2025-2026, even as
enforcement struggled to keep pace with the networks profiting from it.

The Court's response has reshaped Indian mining law. It ordered round-the-clock
surveillance, GPS tracking of mining vehicles, and joint river patrols across three state
governments. Separately, in State of Uttar Pradesh v. Gaurav Kumar (2025), the
Supreme Court ruled that a valid, finalised District Survey Report — essentially a
scientific inventory of how much sand a river can safely lose — is now mandatory
before any mining licence can be granted, establishing what commentators have
called a "No District Survey Report, No Sand-Mining" rule. A further Supreme Court
order in August 2025, concerning a highway project in Jammu and Kashmir, went one
step further, ruling that a district survey report is only legally valid if it includes a
genuine scientific study of the river's capacity to replenish the sand being removed.

Beyond the courtroom, the human cost of unregulated mining has been just as
sobering. In October 2025, twelve people drowned after falling into a concealed,
water-filled sand-mining pit in the Utangan river in Agra district — one of several
such fatalities recorded across Indian rivers in recent years, where abandoned mining
pits function as unmarked, disguised death traps for villagers wading into what looks
like a shallow riverbed. Riverbed disturbance from mining has also been linked to
structural damage: monitoring groups have documented at least six bridge-collapse
incidents across India between 2023 and mid-2026 in which sand mining or related
transport was identified as a contributing factor alongside floods and ageing
infrastructure.

A Global Pattern, Not Just a Local One

India's Chambal case is dramatic, but it is not unique. It is a local chapter of a
worldwide story. Along the Mekong River in Southeast Asia, decades of sand
extraction have caused the delta to physically sink, letting seawater intrude into
farmland that once fed millions of people.

=

In China, dredging on Poyang Lake—the country's largest freshwater lake—has
been linked to falling water levels and disrupted fish and bird habitats. Coastal
nations reliant on beach tourism have watched entire stretches of shoreline
disappear after sand was dredged for construction elsewhere, sometimes shipped
across borders entirely.

What connects these cases is a common failure of governance. As the 2026 UNEP
report bluntly puts it, despite years of documented damage, on-the-ground
practices have barely changed, because demand keeps rising while governance
remains fragmented and extraction is often driven by short-term profit-seeking
that offloads long-term environmental, social, and economic costs onto others.
The report distinguishes between two very different actors driving the crisis:
large industrial operations, often run by multinational corporations through
complex, poorly supervised financing arrangements, and small-scale artisanal
mining, which is highly informal, provides real livelihoods for local communities,
but operates almost entirely outside environmental oversight. Solving the crisis,
in other words, cannot rely on a single policy lever—it requires regulating both
the boardroom and the riverbank.

What Can Actually Be Done?
The good news is that the world is not starting from zero. UNEP's 2026 report
lays out ten strategic recommendations, several of which are already being tested
in different countries. The most important include:
1.Recognising sand as a strategic resource in national policy, not merely a
cheap construction input, so that governments plan its use the way they
would plan for water or energy.
2.Stronger transparency in licensing and finance, particularly around the
international dredging and infrastructure-financing sector, whose global
reach often outpaces national regulatory capacity.
3.Banning or tightly restricting beach and marine sand extraction, given how
disproportionately damaging it is to coastal protection and biodiversity.
4.None of these solutions are exotic or unaffordable. What they require is
political will and enforcement capacity, the same ingredients that have been
missing in most of the case studies discussed above.

Conclusion: Rethinking an Overlooked Resource

Sand's crisis is easy to overlook precisely because sand is everywhere—on
beaches, in deserts, and under our feet. But usable construction-grade sand is a
slow-forming, finite resource being consumed at a pace nature cannot match,
and the consequences are no longer hypothetical. Sinking deltas, collapsing
bridges, drowned villagers, and gharials losing their last riverine sanctuary are
not abstractions; they are the visible costs of treating an ecologically vital
material as an infinite commodity.

The Chambal Sanctuary case shows both the depth of the problem and a possible
template for a response: courts, enforcement data, and science-based regulation
working in tandem to slow an extractive economy that has, until now, operated
largely in the shadows. Whether that template scales up—in India and globally—
may determine whether the next generation inherits rivers that still run, deltas
that still hold their ground, and coastlines that still exist to build the beach
houses everyone wants to build on them. This article draws on the United
Nations Environment Programme's "Sand and Sustainability" reports (2022, 2026),
Supreme Court of India case records, and reporting from the World Economic

Forum and Down To Earth.



How

The bio-engineering lab was
performance servers. It was ¢
staring into the lens of an
beneath the lens was a tiny, jagg
that had utterly failed its biocomp

“Still trying to force the square
doorway. It was Dr. Sarabhai, the
steaming cups of coffee. He handed c
monitor displaying the microscopgs-fec

. N
“I just don't get it, Professor,” Aryan si
millions of calculations per second. It i
we model its interaction with living brai
chip in scar tissue until it goes completely

Dr. Sarabhai smiled gently and took a sip
Aryan. But the brain doesn't care how fast
belongs there or not. Tell me, how does it fee

s soft,” Aryan replied. “Exactly,” Dr. Sarabhai
86\illion neurons floating in fluid. Now, look at
inselt a stiff metallic electrode into a soft co
micrgglia treat it like a dangerous, foreign invade
of sgar tissue around the device to protect the bra
-
“It is the irony of traditional medical implants,” L
design to heal a patient end up causing localized tra
tissue blocks all the electrical signals. Imagine trying t«
crowded room but you are forced to shout through
silicon chip is trying to do”
Aryan looked back at the monitor. “We are trying to pick a d
iron crowbar”

“Precisely,” the Professor beamed. “And this frustrating dead-end is
becoming such a big part of neuroscience. If we want to talk to the mi
brain to adapt to our rigid machines. Our machines must become like the b
Dr. Sarabhai walked over to a nearby whiteboard and picked up a marker. F
in large letters: Neuro-mimetic Biomaterials and said that “Researchers ca
neuro-mimetic biamaterials because they imitate the physical properties of




“Instead of mining metals, researchers are now weaving electronic circuits out of smart,
soft, squishy material” he explained. “Things like water-rich, electrically conductive gels
called hydrogels and ultra-flexible organic polymers like PEDOT. These materials have a
physical texture incredibly similar to human tissue”’Aryan’s eyes widened as the concept
clicked. “Wait... are you saying the brain almost accepts it as its own tissue?”

“It essentially hacks the brain's defences,” Dr. Sarabhai confirmed. “Because these
materials better match the softness of brain tissue, they trigger a much milder immune
response and reduce the formation of scar tissue. The brain doesn't realize a synthetic
computer has been implanted, it just assumes it's another piece of natural connective
tissue. It helps restore communication between damaged nerves while causing much
less inflammation.”

Excited, Aryan grabbed a marker and quickly sketched a comparison table on the
whiteboard.

Feature Traditional Silicon Implants | Smart Biomaterials

Physical Texture Rigid and hard Soft and flexible

Immune Response | Triggers severe glial scarring Reduces immune response

Lifespan in Body Short (fails due to scar tissue) | Long-term / Potentially -

l}t‘I'lTlﬂﬂeI"lt -

Dr. Sarabhai tapped the whiteboard. “Now, let us take this out of the lab and put it into a
real hospital room. Imagine a patient with a damaged peripheral nerve like a frayed
electrical cable causing paralysis in a limb.

A rigid silicon bridge would just cause more inflammation. But what if we wrap that
severed nerve in a sleeve made of this conductive hydrogel?”

Aryan paused for a moment before replying. “The immune system would ignore the
hydrogel sleeve. But would it actually conduct electricity to restore movement?”

“Better than that,” the Professor smiled. “Because the hydrogelis'porous and mimics the
body's natural support network around cells, called the extracellular matrix, the
patient’s own neurons would actually grow through it. The material acts as a biological
scaffolding, coaxing the nerve to heal itself. And here is the true magic of sustainable
biomaterials, transient technology. Once the nerve is-fully healed, the hydrogel is
designed to safely dissolve. It melts into the bloodstream, like a dissolvable surgical
stitch”

Aryan was stunned. “It does its job and then it disappears completely. Zero medical
waste or anything at all”

“Precisely,” Dr. Sarabhai said, his tone turning serious as he looked back at the lifespan
row on the table” Think about the broader ecological impact of eliminating those
surgeries. Most people do not realize that modern medicine is an ecological heavy-
hitter. The global healthcare sector generates over 5 million tons of hazardous
biomedical waste every single year. A huge portion of this comes from single use plastics
and rigid synthetic implants that fail and must be constantly replaced”

“So, by using these soft biomaterials...” Aryan started, pacing the lab.
“..We are practicing sustainable science,” Dr. Sarabhai finished. “We transition to
‘green bioelectronics’ derived from = sustainable organic sources like
nanocellulose, rather thanheavily mined rare-earth metals. The interesting part
is, because these soft neural interfaces don't trigger immune rejection, they can
theoretlcally' last a patlle;ﬁts entire lifetime. No more replacement surgeries
mean a drastic reduction in the toxic cycle of medical waste.”
Aryan looked away.from the whiteboard and stared out the lab window into the
quiet, dark campus:.The coptepts of neuroscience, material engmeermg and
global sustainability We uddenly intertwining in his mind.
“We've spent . deca “obsessed with making hardware as hard and
indestructible as-] X Ar}ram thought aloud. "But the next major leap in
~human evolution w; bullf on «cold silicon. It has to be built on materials
that are mdlstmghl ble from life‘itself" R

- "7 Dr. Sarabhai patted Arya the shoulder and turned to leave the lab. "In our
. A 'rlongquest to unlock the fny teries of the human mind, nature has finally tau 1__ ¢
! - +us-a humbling lesson, my boy. Sometimes the best engmeermg solution is no
e v - make something strdanger but to make it gentler. "
. ;." _,: ? As the lab door clicked shut, Aryan sat back down: at his ‘desk. He pushéd the o .
AN H , rigid silicon chip-aside, opened a fresh digital cgnvas and began researching the .
v h“':]_ ] ,-soft whispering polymers of the future. - =+ P s *
: AT ] Researchers believe these soft neural interfaces could improve future
.~ -4 treatments for conditions such as Parkinson's disease, epilepsy, spinal cord
/1 - Tinjuries and limb paralysis.
:T.L& = 8 e
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. What connects Indore's compost bins, Gujarat's solar fields, and
= Sweden's imported garbage is a simple idea: growth doesn't have to
. mean taking more from the Earth. Sometimes it just means using

what's already been taken, a little more wisely.

And this isn't just the story in India, in Sweden they have a good

' system to turn waste into energy. This system is so good that

Sweden actually buys garbage from countries just to keep their
power plants working. They have used up all their waste to make
energy so they need more. To Sweden what other people think is

| garbage is actually something they can use to make power. They see

waste as a kind of fuel, for their power plants.

None of this means that extraction disappears solar panels still need
materials and compost still needs waste to begin with. The dream of
an extraction-free world is still just a dream for now. What really
matters is the direction we are headed in. Every bus that runs on
Indore’s bio-fuel every home that is lit by Gujarat’s power and every
furnace that is fed by Sweden’s imported waste shows us that
progress does not always have to mean digging deeper. This is where
responsible consumption comes in. It is not a rule that we have to
follow. It is a mindset that we can adopt.

This is where responsible consumption comes in—not as a rule to
follow, but as a mindset to adopt. Before making something new, we
can ask: can this be reused? Can this be repaired instead of replaced?
Can this last longer than we expect? These small questions,
multiplied across cities and countries, quietly reshape what growth

Conclusion
* Progress isn't only about extraction anymore. For most
of history, growth meant taking more from the Earth. But
Indore, Gujarat, and Sweden show that growth can also
come from wusing what's already been taken—more
intelligently, more completely, and with far less waste.

e Small systems can create large impact. None of these
examples required reinventing the wheel they simply
redesigned how existing systems (waste, energy, land)
were used. That's a reminder that transformation doesn't
always need new resources; it often just needs new
thinking applied to old ones.

* Circularity is not a limitation it's an opportunity. Turning
waste into fuel, or barren land into power, shows that
limits can spark innovation instead of stalling it. What
looks like scarcity from one angle can look like untapped
potential from another.

* This isn't a finished story; it's an ongoing one. Extraction
hasn't disappeared, and it won't completely. But the
direction we're moving in toward reuse, recovery, and
renewable systems is what will define whether the next
century looks different from the last.

* The responsibility isn't only institutional it's individual
too. Just as cities and countries are redesigning systems,
individuals can adopt the same mindset in daily choices:
repair instead of replace, reuse instead of discard, and
consume with intention rather than impulse.

* The real test of progress may no longer be how much we
build, but how well we sustain it. As Einstein reminded us,
the thinking that created our problems cannot be the
same thinking that solves them. Indore, Gujarat, and
Sweden are early signs that this new thinking is already
taking shape one city, one state, one country at a time.
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Science is the great antidote to the poison of enthusiasm and superstition."

This quote by Adam Smith reminds us that we should not dismiss extraordinary .

ideas simply because they seem impossible. Instead, science encourages us to
question, explore, and prove them through evidence. Innovations like going
beyond the limits of conventional lenses, bending light in unexpected ways, and
controlling electromagnetic waves were once thought to exist only in
imagination. Yet, through curiosity, experimentation, and engineering, they have
become reality. Today, we will discover one such remarkable innovation that is
changing the way we understand materials and what they are capable of—
metamaterials.

Metamaterials are specially engineered materials that are designed to exhibit
properties not found in conventional materials. The word meta means "beyond,’
indicating that these materials go beyond the limitations of naturally occurring
materials. Unlike ordinary(conventional) materials, whose properties mainly

depend on their chemical composition, the behaviour of metamaterials is °
determined by their carefully designed internal structure. Metamaterials are -

typically made by arranging materials such as metals, plastics, or ceramics in
small, repeating patterns that are much smaller than the wavelength of the waves
they interact with. This unique structure enables them to manipulate
electromagnetic, sound, and even seismic waves by bending, absorbing, blocking,
or directing them in ways that are not possible with conventional materials.

One of the most fascinating characteristics of certain metamaterials is their
negative refractive index, which allows light to bend in an unusual direction.
Because of these extraordinary properties and their wide range of applications,
metamaterials have become an important area of research in modern science
and engineering. At the heart of every metamaterial lies a metaatom, the basic
engineered unit responsible for its unique properties. A meta-atom is the
fundamental, subwavelength building block of artificial metamaterials and

metasurfaces. Just as natural materials are composed of atoms, these engineered

nanostructures are designed to manipulate electromagnetic, acoustic, or
mechanical waves in ways that traditional materials cannot.

The interaction of electromagnetic waves with metamaterials is fundamentally
governed by Maxwell's equations, which provide the mathematical framework for
analysing and designing their unique electromagnetic behaviour.

Maxwell's equations describe how electric and magnetic fields interact and propaga... Lhey
predict that electromagnetic waves travel through media with properties determined by two
key parameters: permeability(u) and permittivity(e). Metamaterials are artificially engineered
to have customized values of € and p by arranging subwavelength meta-atoms.

Metamaterials can be classified according to the type of waves or physical phenomena they
manipulate. Electromagnetic metamaterials are designed to control radio-frequency,
microwave, terahertz, and optical electromagnetic waves. Photonic metamaterials operate
specifically at optical frequencies to manipulate light, enabling applications such as metalenses
and holography. Acoustic metamaterials control the propagation of sound waves for noise
reduction and acoustic imaging. Seismic metamaterials manipulate low-frequency elastic
waves to mitigate earthquake-induced vibrations. Mechanical (or elastic) metamaterials are
engineered to tailor stress, strain, and deformation for lightweight and impact-resistant
structures. Thermal metamaterials regulate heat flow for thermal cloaking and heat
management.

Programmable metamaterials enable dynamic control of electromagnetic waves through
electronic or software-based reconfiguration, tunable metamaterials alter thei
electromagnetic properties in response to external stimuli such as voltage, temperature, or\
light, nonlinear metamaterials exhibit a response that varies with the intensity of the inciden \
electromagnetic field, chiral metamaterials are designed to manipulate the polarization oi\q
electromagnetic waves due to their asymmetric geometry, and hyperbolic metamaterials\\:k
possess highly anisotropic (substance or property that exhibits different values or “-n-:‘::f__‘
characteristics when measured in different direction) electromagnetic characteristics that . .~
facilitate subwavelength light propagation and super-resolution imaging.

Metamaterials are finding widespread industrial applications across healthcare,
telecommunications, defence, energy, and automation. They are used in advanced antennas —
and satellite communication systems, high-resolution imaging and ultra-thin cameras,
biosensors, smart prosthetics, wearable healthcare devices, and targeted drug delivery, radar
and stealth technologies, noise and vibration control, soft robotics, and energy-harvesting and
sensing systems. Recent advancements in adaptive and intelligent metamaterials are further
enabling responsive materials and autonomous technologies.
Although metamaterials have shown remarkable potential across various applications, several
challenges still limit their widespread adoption. Their fabrication requires advanced
manufacturing techniques and high precision, resulting in increased production costs. Scaling
these materials from laboratory prototypes to large-scale commercial products remains a
significant challenge. In addition, issues related to durability, long-term stability under
realworld operating conditions, and the need for specialized fabrication facilities and technical
expertise continue to hinder their practical implementation. \
Sk

g

i

Metamaterials research is increasingly focused on developing intelligent, adaptive, and ™
multifunctional systems. Current research areas include metamaterial robotics for*
shapechanging and adaptive structures, nonlinear optical metamaterials for ultrafast optical=
switching and frequency conversion, programmable and active metamaterials for dynamic
wave manipulation, topological metamaterials for robust wave propagation, photonic and
quantum metamaterials for next-generation optical and quantum technologies, terahertz (THz)
metamaterials for high-speed communication and imaging, and Al-assisted inverse design for
optimizing meta-atom structures. These advancements are expected to drive future
innovations in communication, sensing, robotics, healthcare, and quantum technologies.
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“Anything more than enough becomes poison for you” This famous saying reminds
us that excess often turns blessings into burdens. In medicine, biomaterials are
celebrated as revolutionary tools, yet they too carry this paradox. Walk into any
modern hospital and you will see how the world has changed: titanium hip joints
restoring mobility, polymer stents keeping arteries open, hydrogels and bioinks
nurturing cells in laboratories. Biomaterials are portrayed as the unsung heroes of
biotechnology, designed to repair and restore life.As humans, we might be a little
skeptical on how we see things and imagine on how our immune system works with
biomaterial like materials but biomaterials is breaking all its past research records
and proving how well it works with our immune system as well. But...but...but every
miracle carries its shadow. If roses have thorns, how can biomaterials glorified as
saviours or be free of risks? The human body is not a passive host. It reacts, resists,
sometimes rebels.

What begins as healing can quietly transform into harm. Imagine living with
something inside you that is not truly “you”: a pacemaker ticking beneath the skin, a
surgical mesh woven into muscle, a nanoparticle circulating in blood. These devices
promise survival, but they also carry an invisible burden.

Patients often describe a quiet anxiety, a mistrust of their own bodies. Will this
implant save me, or betray me? Is my body healing, or hiding a silent threat?
Biomaterials do not stop at the cellular level, they extend into the human mind,
shaping how people perceive themselves and their health.Real-world lessons remind
us of this duality. In cardiology, polymer stents were hailed as safer than metal, yet
late thrombosis proved that “safe” is never absolute. In orthopaedics, ceramic
implants reduced wear compared to metal, but fractures showed perfection is
elusive. In drug delivery, nanoparticles promised targeted therapy, but concerns
about accumulation in organs raised new ethical questions. Each breakthrough
carries both hope and hesitation, a reminder that progress is never free of risk.

So, are biomaterials the next silent killer? Not exactly. They are neither villains nor
saints. They are tools of progress, born of human ambition and biological
compromise. The danger lies not in their existence, but in our blind faith when we
forget that every material inside the body is part of a delicate negotiation between
healing and harm.




Biomaterials are designed to interact with biological
systems safely. Metals such as titanium and stainless

steel restore mobility in orthopaedic implants. Polymers
like Poly(lactic-co-glycolic acid) (PLGA) and silicone are
used in sutures, stents, and drug delivery systems.
Ceramics such as hydroxyapatite strengthen dental and
bone applications. Natural materials like collagen and
alginate mimic the body’s extracellular matrix, supporting
tissue regeneration. These innovations have transformed
healthcare.

A patient with a failing heart can rely on polymer stents to
keep blood flowing. A child with a bone defect can benefit
from ceramic grafts. A cancer patient may receive
nanoparticle-based drug delivery that targets tumors
more  precisely than traditional chemotherapy.
Biomaterials are, in many ways, the quiet revolution of
medical biotechnology.

Conclusion

Biomaterials are not only a medical issue but also a
sustainability challenge. Many implants rely on metals

and polymers derived from non-renewable resources.
Manufacturing consumes energy and generates waste.

As healthcare expands globally, demand for biomaterials
will rise, raising questions about resource use and
environmental impact. Researchers are now exploring
sustainable biomaterials-biodegradable polymers from
plant sources, collagen derived from  ethical
bioprocessing, and recycling strategies for medical
devices. The goal is to design materials that not only heal
patients but also reduce ecological footprints.
Sustainability in science means ensuring that the
innovations of today do not compromise the health of
tomorrow’s planet.

Biomaterials are the wunseen architects of modern
medicine. They heal, they help, they sometimes hurt. The
challenge ahead is not only to engineer safer materials but
to acknowledge their psychological, biological, and
ecological duality. Because in the end, the question is not
simply whether biomaterials can save us, but whether we
can truly live with them-safely, sustainably, and wisely.
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Introduction

When people imagine what makes an aircraft climb into the sky or a rocket
punch through the atmosphere, they usually picture engines, fuel, and clever
aerodynamics. Yet none of that would matter without the quiet discipline
working behind the scenes: materials science. Every wing spar, turbine blade,
heat shield, and satellite bus begins as a decision about atoms and their
arrangement.

The story of aerospace progress is, in large part, the story of engineers
learning to coax more strength, less weight, and greater heat tolerance out of
the periodic table. Aircraft, rockets, satellites, and spacecraft depend on their
materials far more than most passengers or space enthusiasts realize. A single
alloy choice cam decide whether an engine survives a thousand flight hours or
fails after ten. This article explores how aerospace materials have evolved,
what makes today's most important materials special, and where the field is
headed next.

The Evolution of Aerospace Materials

The earliest aircraft were built the way boats and kites were built: from wood,
wire, and stretched fabric. The Wright Flyer of 1903 relied on spruce spars and
muslin cloth, materials chosen for lightness rather than durability. By the
1930s, aluminum alloys had taken over, offering a far better balance of strength
and weight, and this metal became the backbone of aviation for decades. As jet
engines demanded materials that could survive punishing heat, titanium alloys
entered service from the 1960s onward, prized for combining strength with
relatively low density and excellent corrosion resistance.

Around the same period, nickel-based superalloys were developed for the
hottest sections of jet and rocket engines, where few other metals could
survive. From the 1980s, carbon-fiber composites began replacing metal skins
and structural panels, cutting weight dramatically. Most recently, ceramic
matrix composites have moved from laboratory curiosities to production
hardware, allowing engine parts to run hotter and lighter than ever before.
Each transition did not erase the earlier materials; instead, modern aircraft
and spacecraft use all of them together, each placed exactly where its

strengths matter most.




The Materials That Make Flight and Space Possible

Aluminum-lithium alloys illustrate this layered approach well. Adding
lithium to aluminum reduces density while increasing stiffness, giving
engineers a metal that is noticeably lighter than conventional aluminum
without sacrificing strength.These alloys are used extensively in
fuselage panels and structural frames,including sections of the Airbus
A350 and various launch vehicle tanks, where every kilogram
savedtranslates into more payload or better fuel efficiency.

Titanium alloys, particularly Ti-6Al-4V, remain indispensable wherever
a component must be strong, lightweight, and resistant to corrosion
and fatigue at moderately high temperatures. They appear in landing
gear, engine casings, and airframe fittings, and their compatibility with
carbon-fiber composites, which can corrode aluminum through
galvanic reaction, has made titanium the preferred metal to pair with
composite structures.

Nickel-based superalloys handle the most thermally punishing
environment in any aircraft: the hot section of a jet turbine. These
alloys retain their strength at temperatures exceeding 1000 degrees
Celsius, largely due to their microstructure, which resists deformation
even as the metal approaches its melting point. Advanced turbine
blades often include single-crystal nickel superalloys, grown as one
continuous crystal to eliminate weak grain boundaries.

Carbon Fiber Reinforced Polymer, or CFRP, has transformed modern
aircraft design. By embedding thin carbon fibers within a polymer resin,
engineers create a material with a strength-to-weight ratio far superior
to aluminum, along with excellent fatigue resistance. CFRP now forms
the majority of the structural weight in aircraft such as the Boeing 787.

Ceramic Matrix Composites extend the temperature limits even further
than superalloys, tolerating extreme heat while remaining lighter than
metal. They are inereasingly used in jet engine hot sections and are
being explored for hypersonic vehicle structures. Thermal protection
materials, such as reinforced carbon-carbon and advanced ablative
otect spacecraft during the fierce heating of atmospheric
ry, when surface temperatures can exceed 1600 degrees Celsius.
Shape memory alloys, most famously nickel-titanium or Nitinol, can
return to a pre-set shape after being deformed, a property used in
deployable satellite structures and self-actuating components that
need no motor. Finally, rare-earth magnets, built from elements such as
neodymium and samarium, provide the powerful, lightweight magnetic
fields required by satellite reaction wheels, actuators, and electric
propulsion systems, making them a quietly essential part of modern
spacecraft.

Aerospace Case Studies

The Boeing 787 Dreamliner uses composite materials for roughly half of its
structural weight, including the fuselage and wings, contributing to significant fuel
savings compared with earlier all-metal aircraft. The Airbus A350 follows a similar
philosophy, combining CFRP with aluminum-lithium alloys to balance weight, cost,
and manufacturability. SpaceX's Starship takes a different route, constructed
largely from stainless steel rather than composites, a choice driven by steel's
resilience at both cryogenic propellant temperatures and the searing heat of
atmospheric reentry, along with its comparatively low cost. NASA's Artemis
program relies on advanced aluminum-lithium tanks and heat-resistant thermal
protection systems for the Orion spacecraft's return through Earth's atmosphere.
ISRO's Gaganyaan crew module similarly depends on a carefully engineered
thermal protection system to shield astronauts during reentry. The James Webb
Space Telescope pushed materials science in an entirely different direction, using
gold-coated beryllium mirrors chosen for their light weight, dimensional stability,
and performance at cryogenic temperatures. The Mars Perseverance rover relies
on titanium components and specialized aluminum structures capable of enduring
the Martian surface's temperature swings and dust-laden environment across a
multi-year mission.

Engineering Challenges

Aerospace materials face a demanding combination of stresses that few other
engineering fields must consider simultaneously. Extreme temperatures range
from the cryogenic cold of liquid propellants to the searing heat of atmospheric
reentry, sometimes within the same mission. The vacuum of space

introduces its own hazards, including material outgassing and the absence of
convective cooling.

Radiation exposure gradually degrades electronics and can weaken certain
polymers over time. Material fatigue, caused by repeated stress cycles during
thousands of flights, remains a leading cause of component failure if not properly
managed. Corrosion continues to threaten metallic structures,particularly where
dissimilar metals meet. Weight reduction is a constant pressure, since every extra
kilogram costs fuel or payload capacity. Finally, manufacturing cost and complexity
often determine whether a promising material ever reaches production, since
exotic alloys and composites can be

expensive to fabricate at scale..




TARIFF SHOCK: ARE
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Tariffs used to be a customs-desk formality. Today they are boardroom emergencies. In
the space of eighteen months, the world's materials trade has been jolted by a reciprocal
tariff regime out of Washington, an export-licensing clampdown out of Beijing, and a
scramble across every resource-import economy to figure out whether its supply chain
was ever really built for shocks like these. India, positioned as both a major
manufacturing aspirant and a heavy importer of the metals that feed that ambition, sits
squarely in the middle of this turbulence.

The Shock, in Numbers

Since April 2025, the United States has layered tariff after tariff onto global trade: a
baseline reciprocal duty on nearly all imports, a Section 232 levy that pushed steel and
aluminium duties to fifty per cent, and country-specific rates that, for India, briefly
reached fifty per cent before a February 2026 joint statement brought the reciprocal
rate down to eighteen per cent and removed an additional oil-linked surcharge.
Engineering goods, textiles, gems and shrimp bore the brunt of the earlier escalation,
with one Delhi-based trade research body estimating that roughly 12.6 billion dollars of
Indian exports were exposed when the duty on engineering goods alone doubled from
25 to 50 per cent. At almost the same time, China tightened export licensing on seven
rare-earth elements in April 2025. These elements are used in everything from electric
vehicle motors to fighter jet actuators. Because China still refines close to ninety per
cent of the world's rare earths, the restriction did not just raise prices; it stalled
shipments outright, leaving electronics and EV manufacturers worldwide staring at
empty production lines. For a country like India, still procuring the overwhelming
majority of its rare-earth permanent magnets from a single supplier, that single
licensing decision was a preview of what an actual materials war could look like.

Why India Is Particularly Exposed

India's dependence is not a footnote; it is the core of the story. Official trade data shows
that China supplied between roughly sixty and eighty-one per cent of India's permanent
magnet imports by value and close to ninety per cent by quantity over the three years to
FY25. Beyond magnets, the country imports an estimated ninety-five per cent of its
cobalt, eighty-five per cent of its nickel, and seventy per cent of its copper
requirements. These metals underpin batteries, defence-grade alloys, and the
renewable-energy grid India is racing to build. None of these are niche inputs; they sit
at the base of the electric-vehicle, semiconductor, wind-turbine, and defence-
manufacturing pyramids that Indian industrial policy has staked its future on. This is
what makes a tariff shock different from an ordinary price fluctuation. A tariff on a
finished good raises cost at the border. A tariff or an export licence on a critical material
ripples backwards through every downstream industry that touches it, from EV motors
to smartphone speakers to defence electronics, at a pace no single company can hedge

against on its own.

-

The Policy Response: Building for Uncertainty, Late but Deliberately

To its credit, New Delhi has moved with unusual urgency. The Union Budget for
2026-27 slashed the customs duty on monazite, India's primary rare-earth-
bearing mineral, from two and a half per cent to nil, and exempted capital goods
used in critical-mineral processing from the seven and a half per cent duty they
previously attracted. It also announced dedicated rare-earth corridors across
Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala and Tamil Nadu, states that between-them hold
the bulk of India's 13.15 million tonnes of monazite reserves, contammg an
estimated 7.23 million tonnes of rare-earth oxides.

This builds on a November 2025 Cabinet approval of a roughly seven-thousand-

two-hundredand-eighty-crore-rupee scheme to build 6,000 tonnes of anntal

sintered rare-earth permanent magnet capacity, and the broader? National
Critical Mineral Mission, an outlay of sixteen thousand three hundred crore
rupees running to 2030-31 to secure lithium, cobalt, nickel and- rare-earth
supply through both domestic exploration and overseas mine acquisitions in
countries such as Australia, Argentina and Zambia. Parallel diplomatic tracks,
including a US-India joint statement on tariff relief and critical-mineral
cooperation, and early-stage technology-sharing talks with Japan and South
Korea, suggest India is trying to hedge geopolitically as much as geologically.

So, Are Material Strategies Built for Uncertainty?

The honest answer sits between yes and not yet. India's response shows

A~ AN ‘ﬁenume strategic learning: duty structures are being redesigned specifically to
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e-risk single-country dependence, exploration funding has been ring-fenced,
and manufacturing incentives are tied to actual capacity targets rather than
vague ambition. That is a materials strategy built with uncertainty in mind, not
one that assumes stable trade forever.

-~

"'B.ut capacity built on paper is not capacity in production. Analysts tracking the

rare-earth corridors caution that India's heavy-mineral beach-sand content has
been declining in states like Kerala, that separation and refining technology, not
just mining, remains the real bottleneck, and that a 6,000-tonne magnet target
will take years to meaningfully dent an import book still dominated by one
supplier. Tariff policy itself has proven anything but stable, with US rates on

 Indian goods swinging between eighteen and fifty per cent within a single year,
-sand a US Supreme Court ruling even invalidating parts of the tariff structure in

February 2026. A strategy built for uncertainty has to assume the rules will keep
changing mid-course, and on that count, most.Indian manufacturers are still
reacting rather than ant1c1pat1ng

Conclusion

Tariff shocks are no longer external shocks in the old sense; they are becommg
a permanent feature of how materials move around the world. India's pivot
toward domestic rare-earthyprocessing, diversified sourcing, and duty relief for
critical minerals is a genuine®ttempt to tariff-proof its industrial base. Whether
that attempt is fast enough depends less on policy announcements and more on
whether refining plants, corridors and magnet factories actually come online

before the next shock lands. Until then, the honest verdict is that India's .

material strategy is being built for uncertainty in real time, one budget cycle
behind the uncertainty itself.
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The Question You Never Thought to Ask

You type a question into an Al chatbot, wait a second, and get an answer that feels almost
magical. Nobody, while waiting for that reply, stops to think about sand, glue, or tap
water. Yet somewhere behind that answer sits a server built from exactly these humble
things. Pull apart the mystery of artificial intelligence far enough, and it stops looking
like magic and starts looking like a chemistry lab crossed with a plumbing project. This
piece follows three quiet materials that never make it into an Al headline, but without
which no headline about Al could exist at all.

The Glue Holding Genius Together

Every processor chip, however brilliant its design, is essentially naked silicon until
someone protects it. That protection comes from an epoxy moulding compound, a resin-
based paste that is poured around the chip and baked hard, the same way a jelly sets in a

mould. It sounds unremarkable, yet more than eighty percent of semiconductor devices .

manufactured anywhere in the world rely on exactly this method to survive being
shipped, soldered, and switched on for years without cracking. The same resin family

also cements together the printed circuit board underneath the chip, known in the |

industry as FR4, where sheets of copper are bonded to woven glass fibre using nothing
more exotic than epoxy glue. Strip away the resin, and the most advanced Al accelerator
on Earth would be no sturdier than a biscuit.

The Year Glue Made the News

It is easy to assume a material this ordinary would never be scarce, but 2026 proved
otherwise. Conflict-driven damage to petrochemical plants disrupted the raw chemicals
that go into epoxy resin, while a worldwide shortage of high-grade glass fabric, the fine
woven cloth that reinforces circuit boards, tightened supply from the other direction.
Within months, factories that once received resin in three weeks were waiting fifteen,
and finished circuit boards became as much as forty percent more expensive in a single
month. There is a quiet irony here: much of the pressure came from the Al industry itself,
as hardware makers rushed to secure premium glass fabric and resin for their own chip
substrates, leaving everyday electronics manufacturers to scramble for what remained.
The chip shortage that grabs headlines is very often, underneath, a glue shortage that
nobody bothered to mention.

Muscles Made of Rare Metal

Resin can protect and connect, but it cannot cool anything down, and an Al server
generates a startling amount of heat. That job belongs to fans, pumps, and small motors
built around neodymium-iron-boron magnets, often blended with a pinch of dysprosium
so they keep their strength even when the surrounding air feels like an oven. These
magnets are almost absurdly powerful for their size, which matters in a server rack
where every centimetre is fought over. The catch is that mining and refining the

g elements behind them happens in only a handful of countries, so a single disrupted

processing plant on the other side of the world can quietly slow down cooling systems
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The Thirstiest Machine You Never Notice

There is a fourth material in this story that rarely gets a mention alongside glue
and magnets, and it is something every household already has: water. Long before a
chip is sealed in resin, its silicon wafer is rinsed again and again in ultrapure water,
a form of water purified until it is thousands of times cleaner than what comes out
of a kitchen tap. A single advanced fabrication plant can use up to ten million
gallons of this water in a day, which is roughly what thirty-three thousand
households consume in the same period. Making that much ultrapure water is itself
wasteful in a small way, since it takes around 1,400 to 1,600 gallons of ordinary
municipal water to produce just 1,000 gallons of the purified kind. Every time a new
Al chip design demands more transistors packed into less space, it quietly demands
more of this invisible resource too.

So, Can the Backbone Get Stronger?

None of this is meant to sound alarming, and there is real reason for hope.
Researchers have already found ways to gently dissolve epoxy resin away from
glass fibre in old, discarded circuit boards, letting both materials be recovered and
reused instead of ending up burned or buried. Some fabrication plants are now
recycling a growing share of their ultrapure water instead of drawing fresh supply
for every batch of wafers. None of these fixes will make artificial intelligence
immune to a bad year, but together they hint at a more sensible future, one where
the resin, glass fibre, rare metals, and water behind every Al answer are treated as
materials worth protecting, not just materials waiting to run out.

A Last Thought

The next time an Al tool answers something for you in half a second, it might be
worth remembering that the answer travelled through a small mountain of
ordinary chemistry first: sand turned to silicon, glue holding it together, rare metal
keeping it cool, and gallons of purified water making sure none of it was
contaminated along the way. Intelligence, artificial or otherwise, still has to be built
out of something. It just happens that the something is far more physical, and far
more fragile, than most of us ever imagine.




FROM BONE TO BENCH:

The Promise and Peril of Biomaterials in

Regenerative Medicine
Shriya Pimplaskar
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A primary aim of biomaterials research is to create materials that resemble natural
bone almost exactly. This material fits seamlessly into a fracture, supporting cell
attachment, growth and repair the damage. Once the healing is complete, it
gradually degrades, leaving behind only healthy, living tissue. Not just science fiction,
this is the real promise of modern biomaterials— an innovation closer to everyday
reality than many might imagine. Yet, there is a subtle point not often mentioned:
the very material that heals can also cause harm. The scaffold guiding tissue
regeneration may inadvertently trigger the body’s immune response. Even the
chemical agents that hold these materials together can become toxic if not carefully
balanced. Biomaterials are not mere implants; biomaterials interact continuously
with surrounding tissue.

What Are Biomaterials?

Simply put, a biomaterial is any substance—whether natural, synthetic, or a blend of
both— engineered to interact with living systems for medical use. This wide-ranging
category includes everything from titanium rods that stabilize broken bones to
collagen sheets that aid wound healing, and from silicone used in implants to the
cutting-edge hydrogels being developed to repair cartilage and bone.

What truly defines a material.as "bio" is not just its presence in the body, but its
'berate des1gn to mlfegrafe hapmonlously with living tissue.
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surface along which new bone cells can travel and settle. In cértain
formulations, it goes further — becoming osteoinductive, actively
prompting the body to generate new bone tissue. Importantly, it is
biocompatible: the body reads it as “self” rather than “foreign,” which
dramatically lowers the risk of rejection .

Researchers often combine nHAp with hydrogels because the
combination offers additional advantages. Incorporated into a hydrogel
scaffold say, a carboxymethyl chitosan and gelatin matrix, it becomes
part of a composite biomaterial that marries the ceramic’s structural
strength with the gel’s flexibility and water-retention. These systems are
actively being explored for bone tissue engineering, dental regeneration,
and targeted drug delivery. The hydrogel recreates a three-dimensional
environment that closely mimics the extracellular matrix of living tissue,
while the nHAp provides the mineral identity that osteoblasts bone-
forming cells need to anchor, multiply, and do their job.

There is a sustainability dimension here worth noting as well. Chitosan,
a key component of these hydrogels, comes from chitin — the second
most abundant natural polymer on Earth, sourced largely from
crustacean shells. Chitin is a byproduct of the seafood processing
industry, meaning its conversion into biomedical-grade chitosan is not
just scientifically useful, it is an example of turning biological waste into
something genuinely valuable a small but meaningful contribution to
circular bioeconomy thinking.

The Harming Side: What Can Go Wrong

The body is not a passive recipient of biomaterials. Any implanted
material interacts with the immune system, and that interaction can
influence whether the implant succeeds or fails. The foreign body
response, or FBR, is the immune system’s answer to anything it identifies
as nonself. Even well-designed, biocompatible materials can trigger a
mild version of it macrophages are recruited, attempting to engulf or
wall off whatever does not belong.

In most cases, this response is brief and manageable.' But push the
wrong material into the wrong environment: - a rough-surfaced
synthetic polymer, certain metal alloys, a scaffold the immune system

simply refuses to accept and the FBR can_tusn ¢hronic. The result is’

fibrous encapsulation, where the bodys eSsentlallé./nbullds.-a wall of scar
tissue around the 1mplant ar Worse.:‘_..-per.l'fst t inflammation and
eventual implant failure.

e's'tion of what happens when a biomaterial breaks
are intentionally biodegradable, ,designed to dissolve
y as the tissue heals, removing the need for a second surgery. It
is an elegant idea. But the*breakdown products matter just as much as
the material itself. Polylactic acid (PLA) is a widely used biodegradable
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Perhaps the least discussed risk, though, lies in the crosslinking
chemistry. Hydrogels need crosslinking agents to hold their
structure; without them, they simply dissolve under physiological
conditions rather than behaving like a stable scaffold.
Glutaraldehyde (GA) is among the most effective options available,
forming strong covalent bonds between polymer chains and
lending the gel real mechanical integrity. The problem is that
unreacted glutaraldehyde is cytotoxic. It reacts indiscriminately
with amino groups in proteins, damaging cells in the process. This
is precisely why optimizing the minimum effective GA
concentration and washing the gel thoroughly afterward to remove
any unreacted crosslinker - are not optional steps. They are non-
negotiable in the development of any GA-crosslinked hydrogel.

However, this duality is not a flaw in the design. It is simply the
reality of working at the boundary between chemistry and living
biology. Every decision a biomaterial scientist makes - which
polymer, which crosslinker, how much nanoparticle loading, how
fast it degrades - is a negotiation. Between efficacy and safety.
Between what heals and what might harm.

The Road Ahead

The field is moving fast and the most exciting shift is this:
biomaterials are no longer just passive scaffolds. They are
becoming responsive. Smart biomaterials, designed to react to
biological signals in real time, are crossing over from laboratory
curiosity into genuine clinical relevance. pH-responsive hydrogels
that release drugs only in the acidic microenvironment of a
tumour. Thermoresponsive polymers that flow as a liquid when
injected, then solidify into a stable scaffold at body temperature.
Biomaterials loaded with growth factors or gene delivery vectors
that do not just support cells they instruct them.

Another development, which is - 3D bioprinting, which has
quietly expanded the boundaries of what is even conceivable.
Printing biomaterial scaffolds layer by layer, at micronlevel
precision, with living cells embedded directly into the bioink -
researchers are now building functional tissue analogues that
would have seemed implausible a decade ago. Printed ear
cartilage. Vascularized liver tissue models. The convergence of
biomaterials science and additive manufacturing is not just
advancing regenerative medicine; it is expanding the range of
applications in regenerative medicine.

(#7)

Conclusion

Bone is not just a structure it is a living, dynamic tissue, and
rebuilding it demands materials that understand that. The
challenge of developing a hydrogel that is simultaneously
flexible enough to handle, mechanically stable enough to hold
its architecture under physiological conditions, biocompatible
enough not to provoke a response, and degradable at a rate that
gives tissue time to grow in is not a small one. Every variable is
connected to every other. Pull one, and three others shift. That
is the reality of working at the intersection of polymer
chemistry and living biology, and it is what makes biomaterials
science as humbling as it is exciting.

These are not abstract ideas for me. During my internship at IIT
Jodhpur, under the guidance of Dr. Indranil Banerjee at the
Laboratory of Integrative Tissue Engineering, 1 worked on
developing and optimizing exactly this kind of system, a
composite hydrogel matrix of carboxymethyl chitosan (CMC)
and gelatin, crosslinked with glutaraldehyde. Every batch taught
me something: about how small changes in crosslinker
concentration shift the mechanical behaviour of the gel, about
the patience required to characterize a material properly, and
about how much distance still exists between a promising
formulation and something the body will truly accept.

The image below is the end product of that process, a CMC-
gelatin polymer matrix, optimized through iterative
experimentation. It is not a published result yet. But it is
realwork, done at the bench, and it is a small piece of the much
larger story this field-is still writing.
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A steel bridge does not scream before it fails. It corrodes in silence, one invisible
molecule at a time, until the day the silence breaks catastrophically. For decades,
engineers have relied on the human eye and the occasional hammer tap to judge
whether a structure is healthy. But the eye is a poor witness. It cannot see rust
forming beneath a paint layer, cannot detect a pipeline wall thinning from the
inside, cannot watch a forest quietly losing its will to live. Today, a new class of
instruments can. Flying overhead on satellites, drones, and aircraft, remote
sensing technology has become humanity's superpower for reading the hidden
biography of materials the chemical whispers and physical strains that precede
visible collapse.

The Core Innovation: Seeing What Eyes Cannot

Ordinary cameras capture light the way our eyes do a narrow band of visible
color. Remote sensing instruments go far beyond this limited window.
Hyperspectral imaging slices light into hundreds of narrow bands, far beyond
red, green, and blue, capturing a chemical fingerprint of whatever it looks at.
Every material rusting steel, drying vegetation, oil soaked soil, degrading
concretereflects and absorbs light in a distinct spectral pattern. A hyperspectral
sensor can detect the faint chemical signature of corrosion beginning on a
pipeline's coating, or a mineral deposit's composition from orbit, long before the

]
g change is visible to a human inspector. i'{i

LiDAR (Light Detection and Ranging) fires rapid laser pulses at a surface and
measures the time it takes for light to bounce back, building millimeter accurate
3D maps. Engineers use it to detect the almost imperceptible sagging of a bridge
deck or the gradual tilt of a dam walldeformations far too small for the naked eye _
but large enough to signal structural fatigue.

L



Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) sends microwave pulses toward the ground and ~ g 4 N e g .
reconstructs an image from the returning echoes. Because radar waves penetrate "y - : Y AR
clouds, smoke, and even darkness, SAR can track ground movement the slow . : ;
subsidence of land above a drained aquifer, or the shifting of a hillside before a landslide

with a precision of mere millimeters, day or night, rain or shine.

Real World Stakes: When Invisible Becomes Urgent
Infrastructure that quietly ages: Bridges, pipelines, and power grids form the skeleton of
modern civilization, and that skeleton is aging faster than it is being replaced. Corrosion
alone costs economies an enormous share of national output every year through repairs
and failures that could often have been anticipated. Remote sensing changes the
equation: hyperspectral scans can flag early coating degradation on a pipeline, while
radar interferometry can reveal a bridge pier sinking by just a few millimeters a yeara
warning sign that would otherwise remain buried in the ground until it is too late.

Thermal infrared sensors read the heat signature radiating from a surface. Cracks,
voids, and moisture pockets inside concrete, insulation gaps in a building, or leaking
underground pipelines all alter local temperature patterns in ways invisible to ordinary
sight but unmistakable in an infrared image.Together, these tools form a kind of sixth
senseone tuned not to color or shape, but to the underlying chemistry and geometry of
matter itself.

Real World Stakes: When Invisible Becomes Urgent

Infrastructure that quietly ages: Bridges, pipelines, and power grids form the skeleton of
modern civilization, and that skeleton is aging faster than it is being replaced.
Corrosion alone costs economies an enormous share of national output every year
through repairs and failures that could often have been anticipated. Remote sensing
changes the equation: hyperspectral scans can flag early coating degradation on a
pipeline, while radar interferometry can reveal a bridge pier sinking by just a few
millimeters a yeara warning sign that would otherwise remain buried in the ground

| until it is too late.

Forests and soil that tell their own story: A forest under drought stress does not turn
brown overnight; it first shifts its internal chemistry, altering how it reflects near
infrared light weeks before the change is visible to a hiker walking beneath the canopy.
Satellite based hyperspectral and thermal sensors now allow conservationists to detect
this stress early, directing limited resources water, firebreaks, pest control to the areas
that need them most. Soil moisture, similarly invisible to the eye, can be mapped from
orbit using radar backscatter, guiding farmers toward more precise irrigation and helping
predict where drought will bite hardest.

Forests and soil that tell their own story: A forest under drought stress does not turn
brown overnight; it first shifts its internal chemistry, altering how it reflects near
infrared light weeks before the change is visible to a hiker walking beneath the canopy.
Satellite based hyperspectral and thermal sensors now allow conservationists to detect |
this stress early, directing limited resources water, firebreaks, pest control to the areas
that need them most. Soil moisture, similarly invisible to the eye, can be mapped from
orbit using radar backscatter, guiding farmers toward more precise irrigation and
helping predict where drought will bite hardest.

and disaster prevention: Beneath farmland and forest canopy lie the outlines
s, roads, and settlements, invisible from the ground but revealed as subtle
wvegetation growth and soil chemistry when viewed through LiDAR and
al imaging. Archaeologists have used these tools to uncover buried city xe
hout lifting a single shovel. The same principle protects the living: SAR based
formation maps can detect volcanic bulging or slope instability months before
on or landslide, giving communities a rare and precious commodity advance
' this untold story of materials may be one of the most valuable narratives
- has learned to tell.
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Archaeology and disaster prevention: Beneath farmland and forest canopy lie the
outlines of ancient walls, roads, and settlements, invisible from the ground but revealed
as subtle variations in vegetation growth and soil chemistry when viewed through
LiDAR and hyperspectral imaging. Archaeologists have used these tools to uncover
buried city layouts without lifting a single shovel. The same principle protects the
living: SAR based ground deformation maps can detect volcanic bulging or slope
instability months before an eruption or landslide, giving communities a rare and

precious commodity advance warning
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The Plastic Paradox:

Why Can'’t Science Solve
What It Created?

Hetvi Ghetia
2" Year B.Sc. Microbiology
School of Science

Introduction: A Problem Born of Progress

Plastic is one of humanity’s greatest inventions—and arguably one of its most troubling
legacies. Lightweight, durable, versatile, and cheap, plastic revolutionized industries
from healthcare to transportation, food packaging to electronics. It has saved lives,
reduced costs, and made modern living convenient.

Yet, this same material has become a global environmental crisis. Today, plastic
pollution permeates every corner of the Earth—from the deepest ocean trenches to
the air we breathe and even the human bloodstream. The paradox is striking: despite
decades of scientific advancement, why does plastic remain such an unsolved
problem?

This article explores the “Plastic Paradox”—the gap between scientific capability and
real-world impact—through scientific insights, systemic barriers, and recent case
studies that highlight the complexity of this global challenge.

The Rise of Plastic A Double - Edged Sword

Plastic production began in the early 20th century and accelerated rapidly after World

War II. Its benefits are undeniable: :
-Healthcare: Sterile syringes, IV bags, and medical devices rely on plastic. ‘

-Foodsafety: Packaging reduces contamination and increases shelf life. T

-Transportation: Lightweight materials reduce fuel consumption.
However, the very properties that make plastic useful—durability and resistance to
degradationalso make it environmentally persistent.

|

The Scale of the Crisis

Global plastic production has surged dramatically over the decades. The data below highlights
the magnitude of the problem:

Year| Global Plastic Production (Million Tons)| Plastic Waste Generated (Million Tons)| Recycling

Rate (%)
1950| 2| <1| ~O
1980] 60| 50| 2

2000] 200] 180| 9

2015| 381| 350| 12

2023| ~460| ~400| 14-16

Despite increased awareness and technological advancement, recycling rates remain critically
low. Most plastic ends up in landfills, incinerators, or the natural environment.

Why Can’t Science Solve Plastic Pollution?

1. Complexity of Plastic Materials

Plastics are not a single material but a family of polymers with diverse chemical compositions:
-Polyethylene (PE)

-Polypropylene (PP)

-Polyethylene terephthalate (PET)

-Polystyrene (PS)

-Polyvinyl chloride (PVC)

Each type requires di erent recycling processes, making large-scale solutions complex and
costly.

2. Limitations of Recycling Technologies
I»While recycling seems like the obvious solution, it faces several challenges:
owncycling: Most plastics degrade in quality after recycling.
’éontamina‘cion; Mixed plastics and food residues reduce recyclability.
-Economic barriers: Virgin plastic is often cheaper than recycled plastic.
. Even advanced chemical recycling technologies are still in early stages and are energyintensive.

3:Microplastics: An Invisible Threat

One of the most alarming discoveries in recent years is the presence of microplastics—tiny
plastic particles less than 5 mm in size.

They originate from:

-Breakdown of larger plastics

-Synthetic clotlging fibers
"4 4Rersonal cateproducts

Mi%?ibplastics'have been found in:
' -Drinking water

Marine organisms

Jtman lungs and blood

AW Science is still struggling to fully understand their long-term health impacts, let alone remove

them e ectively from ecosystems.



Recent Case Study: The Great Pacific Garbage Patch (2024 Update)
One of the most prominent examples of plastic pollution is the Great Pacific
Garbage Patch (GPGP), located between Hawaii and Cahforma

Key Findings (Recent Studies 2023-2024):

-Covers an estimated 1.6 million square kilometers

-Contains over 1.8 trillion pieces of plastic :

-Weighs approximately 80,000 tons -

Composition Breakdown: 4

Type of Plastic Waste| Percentage (%)

Fishing nets| 46 g [ 7

Rigid plastics| 30 W b ;’5 l

Plastic fragments| 14 W o =
Microplastics| 10 s o T =

Why Science Struggles Here: y b

-Ocean currents continuously redistribute waste

~Microplastics are nearly impossible to collect '

-Cleanup technologies are expensive and slow

Organizations have deployed floating barriers and collection systems, but these
solutions address only a fraction of the problem.

Case Study: India’s Plastic Waste Management Challenge
India generates approximately 3.5-4 million tons of plastlc waste annually, with

urban areas contributing the most. 4 £ 2. e

- £ -l

Key Issues: b A AN,
-Inadequate segregation at source ;

-Informal recycling sector dominance
-Single-use plastic consumption

Government Initiatives:

-Ban on certain single-use plastics (2022)
-Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR)
-Swachh Bharat Mission

Ground Reality:

Parameter| Status

Plastic Waste Generated (Annual)| ~4 million tons
Collected| ~60%

Recycled| ~30% :
Mismanaged| ~40% ' ;
Despite policy e orts, implementation gaps persist due to infrastructure limitations
and behavioral factors.

Scientific Innovations: Hope or Hype?
Science has not been idle. Several innovative approaches are being explored:
1. Biodegradable Plastics

-Made from plant-based materials like corn starch

-Designed to break down naturally

Limitations:

-Require industrial composting conditions

-Not truly biodegradable in natural environments

2. Plastic-Eating Microorganisms

Scientists have discovered bacteria such as Ideonella sakaiensis that can degrade
PET plastics.

Challenges:

-Slow degradation rates

-Limited scalability

-Requires controlled environments

3. Chemical Recycling

Breaks plastics into basic chemical components for reuse.
Pros:

-Can handle mixed plastics

-Produces higher-quality output

Cons:

-High energy consumption

-Expensive infrastructure

The Behavioral and Economic Dimension

The plastic crisis is not just a scientific problem—it is also a social and economic one.
Consumer Behavior

-Preference for convenience

-Lack of awareness about waste segregation
-Over-reliance on single-use products

Industrial Practices

-Cost-driven production of virgin plastic

-Limited incentives for sustainable alternatives
-Greenwashing in marketing

Policy Gaps

-Weak enforcement of regulations

-Lack of global coordination

-Insu icient funding for waste management systems



The Plastic Lifecycle Problem
Plastic pollution must be understood across its entire lifecycle:
Stage| Issue| Scientific Limitation

Production| Overproduction| Petrochemical dependence

Usage| Single-use culture| Behavioral change needed

Disposal| Poor waste systems| Infrastructure gaps

Degradation| Microplastics formation| No e ective removal

Science alone cannot address all stages—systemic change is required

Why the Problem Persists: The Core Paradox

The “Plastic Paradox” lies in the mismatch between scientific capability and
real-world implementation:

-Science can create alternatives, but industries may not adopt them.
-Recycling technologies exist, but systems fail to utilize them e  ectively.
-Awareness is growing, but behavior changes slowly.

In essence, plastic pollution is not just a failure of science—it is a failure of
systems.

The Way Forward: Integrated Solutions
1. Circular Economy Model

-Reduce, reuse, recycle

-Design products for recyclability
-Minimize waste generation

2. Policy and Governance

-Stronger regulations on plastic production
-Global treaties on plastic pollution
-Incentives for sustainable alternatives

3. Technological Innovation
-Scalable biodegradable materials
-E icient recycling systems
-Al-based waste sorting

4. Public Participation

-Awareness campaigns

-Responsible consumption
-Community-level waste management

Conclusion: Beyond Science

The plastic crisis is one of the defining environmental challenges of our time.
While science has provided tools and solutions, it cannot operate in isolation.
The persistence of plastic pollution reflects deeper issues—economic
priorities, consumer behavior, and governance failures.

The question is not whether science can solve the plastic problem—it is
whether society is willing to implement the solutions science has already
provided.

Until then, the Plastic Paradox will remain: a problem we understand, a
solution we possess, but a crisis we continue to live with.

“We do not inherit the Earth from our ancestors; we borrow it from our
children” The future of plastic—and our planet—depends on what we choose
to do next.
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Recycling Challenges, Deep-Sea Mining, and the Future of Critical Minerals
The next global race is not just for oil or data—it is for the critical minerals
powering the technologies of tomorrow.

Imagine the sleek, silent acceleration of an electric vehicle (EV) on a highway,
the majestic rotation of a wind turbine generating clean energy, or the
intricate dance of a satellite hundreds of kilometres above Earth. These
marvels of modern engineering, though seemingly disparate, share a
fundamental secret ingredient: Rare Earth Elements (REEs). Tucked away in
powerful magnets, precision lasers, advanced batteries, and essential
electronic components, these metals have quietly become the indispensable
backbone of our technological age.

The very name "Rare Earths" often conjures images of extreme scarcity. Yet,
this perception is surprisingly misleading. In reality, many rare earth elements
are more abundant in the Earth's crust than even precious metals like gold or
silver. The true challenge lies not in their rarity, but in the intricate and often
arduous processes required to economically and sustainably extract, separate,
and refine them. As the world accelerates its transition towards renewable
energy, electric mobility, and sophisticated digital technologies, these
elements are rapidly ascending to a strategic importance rivalling that of
petroleum in the 20th century.

VISHAL YADAV
VII Semester
School of Technology

Not Rare, But Difficult to Produce

Rare Earth Elements comprise a group of 17 chemically similar metals,
including prominent names like Neodymium (Nd), Dysprosium (Dy),
Praseodymium (Pr), Cerium (Ce), Lanthanum (La), Scandium (Sc), and
Yttrium (Y). Their extraordinary magnetic, optical, and catalytic properties

render them irreplaceable across a spectrum of advanced engineering

applications.

What truly makes rare earths "rare" is not their geological abundance, but

the inherent complexity of their extraction and purification. These
elements are typically dispersed in low concentrations and are found co-
occurring in minerals such as monazite, bastnasite, and xenotime. Due to
their nearly identical chemical characteristics, separating one rare earth

element from another demands highly sophisticated chemical processing

techniques, including hydrometallurgy, solvent extraction, and ion-

exchange technology.

A single rare earth refinery can involve hundreds of solvent extraction
stages, consuming substantial quantities of chemicals, water, and energy.
This intricate process explains why only a select few nations possess the
advanced expertise and infrastructure to refine rare earths on an industrial

scale.
The Invisible Metals Behind Modern Technology

Often dubbed the "vitamins of modern industry,’ rare earth elements,
despite being used in small quantities, dramatically amplify the

performance of high-tech products.

Today, their critical applications span a wide array of sectors:

Electric vehicle motors =~ Wind turbine generators = Smartphones and

laptops  Industrial robots Medical imaging equipment Laser systems

Semiconductor manufacturing Aircraft and missile guidance systems

Consider Neodymium-Iron-Boron (NdFeB) magnets, among the most

powerful permanent magnets ever developed. These magnets are pivotal in
enabling EV motors to be lighter, smaller, and significantly more energy-
efficient. Without rare earths, many clean-energy technologies would

either suffer from reduced efficiency or become prohibitively expensive.

Why China Dominates the Rare Earth Industry

When the topic of rare earths arises, an inevitable question surfaces: Why

does China hold such a dominant position in the global market?
Contrary to a common misconception, the answer lies more
technological mastery than mere geological endowment.

in



Decades ago, China astutely recognized the strategic significance of rare earths
and embarked on substantial investments across the entire value chain: mining,
refining, chemical processing, research, and advanced manufacturing. Rather
than simply exporting raw minerals, China cultivated an integrated supply chain
capable of producing high-value downstream products such as permanent
magnets, electric motors, and sophisticated electronic components.

Today, Chinese industries leverage cutting-edge technologies, including:
Advanced hydrometallurgical processing  Al-assisted mineral separation
Automated solvent extraction systems  Robotics and digital process control
Industrial Internet of Things (IIoT) for comprehensive monitoring

These innovations have not only enhanced recovery efficiency but also
significantly reduced production costs. Crucially, China's dominance extends
beyond mining to the downstream industries that capture the highest economic
value. The lesson for emerging economies is profound: while owning resources
is important, mastering the technology to process and utilize them is far more
valuable.

India's Opportunity: From Resources to Technology

India is endowed with some of the world's most significant reserves of
monazite-rich beach sands, particularly along its extensive coastlines in Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Odisha, and Andhra Pradesh. These deposits are rich in valuable
rare earth elements, alongside other critical minerals like ilmenite, rutile, and
zircon.Despite this considerable natural advantage, India's current contribution
to global rare earth processing remains modest. The nation continues to rely on
imports for high-performance magnets and refined rare earth products, which
are essential for its rapidly expanding EV, electronics, and renewable energy
sectors.

To fortify its position and unlock its full potential, India must strategically
invest in:

Advanced rare earth refining technologies Permanent magnet manufacturing
capabilities  Robust battery recycling infrastructure Intensive research and
development initiatives Strong industry-academia collaborations
Development of skilled manpower and automation expertise
With ambitious initiatives such as Make in India, Production-Linked Incentive
(PLI) schemes, and the accelerating adoption of electric mobility, India stands at
a pivotal juncture. It has a unique opportunity to transform into a major global
player in the critical minerals value chain.

Recycling: The Urban Mine of the Future

Mining new geological deposits is no longer the sole pathway to securing critical
minerals. Increasingly, scientists and policymakers are looking towards Urban Mining—
the systematic recovery of valuable metals from discarded electronic devices and end-
of-life batteries.A used smartphone or an electric vehicle battery, often perceived as
mere waste, is in fact a rich repository of precious materials. These include lithium,
cobalt, nickel, copper, graphite, and, crucially, rare earth magnets. Recovering these
materials offers a dual benefit: it reduces dependence on virgin mining, thereby
lessening environmental impact, and simultaneously lowers carbon emissions while
conserving finite natural resources.

Modern recycling plants are at the forefront of this revolution, employing advanced
technologies such as: Robotic battery dismantling for precision and safety

* Automated sorting using Artificial Intelligence to efficiently categorize materials

* Cryogenic shredding to embrittle and separate components

e Hydrometallurgical metal recovery for chemical extraction

» Electrochemical purification to achieve high-purity materials

One common misconception is that recycling alone can immediately satisfy India's
future lithium demand. While recycling is destined to become a vital domestic source of
critical minerals, the current volume of end-of-life batteries in India is still relatively
small, given the nascent stage of its EV industry. However, over the next decade, as the
EV market matures and battery lifecycles conclude, recycling is projected to emerge as
one of the country's most valuable sources of strategic materials. For instance, imagine
the potential of e-waste ATM machines strategically placed in urban centres, allowing
consumers to deposit old electronics and batteries for instant credit or rewards,
thereby streamlining collection and feeding the urban mine.

Did You Know?

Less than 1% of rare earth elements are currently recycled globally. Significantly
improving recycling technologies and infrastructure could dramatically reduce the need
for new mining, while simultaneously bolstering supply chain security and
environmental sustainability.

Deep-Sea Mining: The Next Frontier or an Environmental Gamble?

With the relentless surge in demand for critical minerals, attention is increasingly
turning to the vast, unexplored depths of the ocean floor. Deep beneath the Pacific and
Indian Oceans lie immense fields of polymetallic nodules—potato-sized mineral
concretions rich in nickel, cobalt, copper, and manganese. These elements are
indispensable ingredients for advanced batteries and renewable energy systems.

These nodules, which have accumulated over millions of years, represent one of Earth's
largest untapped mineral resources. However, their extraction is fraught with
challenges. Deep-sea mining necessitates highly sophisticated underwater robotics
capable of operating at extreme depths, often exceeding 4,000 meters, where pressures
are more than 400 times greater than atmospheric pressure.




Building a Circular Economy

The future of critical minerals extends beyond merely discovering new
deposits; it lies fundamentally in utilizing existing resources with far
greater efficiency. This philosophy forms the bedrock of the Circular
Economy, an economic model where products are meticulously
designed for extended use, easy repair, efficient remanufacturing, and
comprehensive recycling, rather than the linear model of 'take-make-
dispose.

A circular economy offers multifaceted benefits: it significantly reduces
waste generation, lowers greenhouse gas emissions, conserves
invaluable virgin minerals, and minimizes dependence on foreign
imports. For nations like India, it also acts as a powerful catalyst for
economic growth, fostering the creation of new industries, generating
skilled employment opportunities, and profoundly strengthening
national resource security.

Battery recycling, efficient electronic waste management, and the
systematic recovery of rare earth magnets from end-of-life products
will become increasingly pivotal as clean-energy technologies continue
their rapid expansion. The integration of innovative solutions like
ewaste ATM machines can revolutionize collection logistics, making it
easier for individuals to contribute to the circular economy by
depositing their discarded electronics and batteries to reduce
dependency on lithium batteries, exchange of cell phone or batteries

The Road Ahead

Rare earth elements, while not geologically scarce, are undeniably
strategically invaluable. They are the unseen forces powering our collective
journey towards a cleaner, smarter, and more interconnected world.

China's remarkable success story vividly illustrates that technological
prowess, sustained research, and robust manufacturing capability far
outweigh the mere possession of mineral reserves. For India, the
opportunity is not just immense, but transformative. By making strategic
investments in advanced processing technologies, vigorously supporting
innovation, actively promoting comprehensive recycling initiatives, and
wholeheartedly embracing the foundational principles of a circular
economy, the nation can convert its abundant natural resources into a
formidable, long-term economic and technological advantage.

In the decades that lie ahead, the world's most valuable "mines" may not
exclusively reside beneath mountains or vast oceans. They will increasingly
be discovered within discarded batteries, obsolete- electronics, and the
technologies of yesterday. The true future of rare earths will belong to
those nations that master not just the art of extracting these critical
materials, but the science and responsibility of how to recover, recycle, and
reuse them sustainably.




NANOMATERIALS:

Medical Breakthrough
& Biological Threat

Studies have demonstrated that nanocarriers can
significantly increase the concentration of drugs at tumor
sites, leading to improved survival rates in animal models.

Nanomaterials also play a crucial role in enhancing
diagnostic techniques. Nanoparticles can be employed as
contrast agents in imaging modalities such as MRI, CT
scans, and ultrasound, improving the clarity and specificity
of images. Quantum dots, a type of semiconductor
nanocrystal, are used in fluorescence imaging, providing
high-resolution images of cellular components and
allowing for the early detection of diseases at the molecular &
level.

Hetvi Shah
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INTRODUCTION

Nanomaterials, materials with structural components smaller than 100
nanometers, have emerged as a focal point in scientific research and
application across various fields, particularly in medicine. Their unique
properties, stemming from their minuscule size, allow for unprecedented
advancements in drug delivery, diagnostics, and therapeutic interventions.
However, the very characteristics that make nanomaterials advantageous also
raise significant concerns regarding their safety and potential biological
threats. This paper examines both the medical breakthroughs facilitated by
nanomaterials and the associated biological risks, aiming to provide a balanced
perspective on their dual nature.

One of the most promising applications of nanomaterials in medicine is in drug
delivery systems. Traditional methods of drug administration often face
challenges such as poor solubility, rapid metabolism, and non-specific
distribution, leading to reduced efficacy and increased side effects.
Nanoparticles, due to their small size and large surface area, can encapsulate
drugs and facilitate targeted delivery to specific cells or tissues. For instance,
liposomes and polymeric nanoparticles can enhance the bioavailability of
chemotherapeutic agents, improving therapeutic outcomes while minimizing
harm to healthy cells.

The use of nanomaterials in drug delivery has shown remarkable results in
cancer therapy. Nanoparticles can be engineered to release drugs in response
to specific stimuli, such as pH changes or the presence of certain biomarkers,
allowing for controlled and localized treatment. This specificity reduces
systemic toxicity and enhances the overall effectiveness of the treatment.



Moreover, biosensors incorporating nanomaterials have revolutionized the
detection of biomarkers associated with various diseases. These sensors can
detect minute quantities of biological substances, enabling rapid and sensitive
diagnosis of conditions such as cancer, infectious diseases, and metabolic
disorders. The ability to perform point-of-care testing using nanomaterials can
significantly improve patient outcomes by facilitating timely and accurate
diagnoses.

Nanomaterials also exhibit inherent antimicrobial properties, making them
valuable in the development of new therapeutics and medical devices. Silver
nanoparticles, formexample, have been widely studied for their ability to inhibit
the growth of baecteria, fungi;-and viruses. Their incorporation into wound
dressings and coatings for medical devices can help reduce the_risks pf

infections and improve heahng outco"mes e e
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relevant in the context of rising antibiotic resistance. By utfl-lzmg ue
properties of nanomaterials, researchers are exploring mnovatlve-appr ches
to combat resistant strains of pathogens, potentially leaditig to new 'dasses of
antimicrobial agents. s )
Despite. the numerous advantages offered by nanomaterials, concerns
regarding their safety and potential biological threats are parai‘rkount ije-small

size of ‘nanoparticles allows them to interact with biological ‘systems at” the ~

molecular level, raising questions about their toxicity and biocompatibility.
Studies have shown that certain nanomaterials can induce oxidative“stress,
inflammatory responses, and cytotoxicity in various cell types. The ‘lo'ﬁ‘g-_term

effects of exposure to nanomaterials, particularly in chronic conditiors; rernam-

poorly understood.

The route of exposure also plays a critical role in determining the potential
risks associated with nanomaterials. Inhalation, dermal contact, and ingestion
can lead to distinct biological responses, necessitating comprehensive risk
assessments for each application. Inhaled nanoparticles, for instance, can
translocate to the bloodstream and affect distant organs, presenting unique
challenges for regulatory bodies.

The environmental implications of nanomaterials further
complicate their assessment as safe medical applications. The
production and disposal of nanomaterials can lead to
environmental contamination, with potential adverse effects on
ecosystems and human health. Nanoparticles can enter water
systems and soil, leading to bioaccumulation and unforeseen
ecological consequences. Studies have indicated that certain
nanomaterials can exhibit toxicity to aquatic organisms, raising
concerns about their long-term persistence and effects on
biodiversity.

The rapid development and commercialization of nanomaterials
have outpaced existing regulatory frameworks. Current
regulations often do not adequately address the unique
properties and potential risks associated with nanotechnology.
Regulatory agencies face challenges in establishing safety
guidelines and conducting thorough risk assessments for
nanomaterials intended for medical use. A lack of standardized
testing protocols further complicates the evaluation of their
safety and efficacy.

To ensure public safety while fostering innovation, a
comprehensive regulatory framework that addresses the
specific challenges posed by nanomaterials is essential. This
framework should facilitate collaboration between researchers,
industry stakeholders, and regulatory bodies to establish
guidelines for safe production, use, and disposal of
nanomaterials.

Conclusion

Nanomaterials present a dual-edged sword in the field of
medicine. Their potential to revolutionize drug delivery,
enhance diagnostics, and combat infections is tempered by
significant concerns regarding toxicity, environmental impact,
and regulatory challenges. While ongoing research strives to
maximize the benefits of nanomaterials, it is imperative to
address the associated risks to ensure their safe application in
medical settings. The future of nanotechnology in medicine will
depend on striking a balance between innovation and safety,
ultimately determining whether these materials can be deemed
a medical breakthrough or a biological threat.




THE GRID GAP

How a Materials Shortage Is Slowing the
World's Green Energy Transition

Beauty Tarafdar
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For years, the story of the green energy transition was told in gigawatts: how many solar
panels went up, how many wind turbines started spinning, how many electric cars rolled
off the line.That story is still true. But a quieter, less glamorous story is now shaping how
fast the world can actually decarbonize and it isn't about clean technology at all. It's
about the humble materials needed to move electricity from where it's made to where
it's used: copper wire, steel cores, aluminum cable, and above all, the transformers that
tie it all together. Call it the Grid Gap the widening distance between how much clean
power the world wants to generate and how much its aging, undersupplied grid can
actually carry.

The Device Everyone Forgot

Ask most people what stands between us and a fully renewable grid, and they'll mention
batteries, solar panels, or politics. Almost no one mentions the transformer — a boxy
piece of equipment that steps electricity up and down as it travels from power plants to
substations to homes. Yet transformers have quietly become the single biggest
bottleneck in grid expansion. Lead times for large power transformers have stretched to
as long as four years in the United States, driven by a mix of surging demand and raw
material shortages. Every transformer needs copper windings, a steel core to
ate 1ts magnetld TIe'ld ceramic bushings, insulating oil, and a protective casing
an}ﬂ C)ne o‘f:those inputs slows down the whole machine.
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Some forecasts suggest global copper demand could rise more than 70 percent by
2050, pushed largely by Al infrastructure and clean energy build-out. The problem i is
that copper supply doesn't scale as quickly as demand. New mines take a decade JQ\
more to develop, ore quality is declining at many existing sites, and refining capacity
the step that turns raw ore into usable copper — is especially limited outside a
handful of countries. The United States, for instance, has very little domestic copper
refining capacity of its own, leaving it dependent on imports even as it tries to build
out its own grid faster than ever.

An Aging Grid Meets a New Kind of Demand
Compounding the materials squeeze is the age of the grid itself.
transmission and distribution infrastructure in United States

than 20 years old, meaning utilities now face two enormous jok
worn-out equipment and expanding capacity j
kilometer of new power line requires its own sh
on top of whatever is needed just to keep the'i)g
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Nearly half of all-

For decades, electricity demand in wea
the supply chains that manufacture
predictable replacement cycle. That sle
triple or quadruple its output, and fa
suppliers simply can't expand that fas
supply chains projects that by 2030,
for transformers and related equipme

......

of how much copper, steel, and nickel can b
year.
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The Science of Rare Earths and Smart e 2 o aﬁl oxide). The hallway connecting them is the
Technologies E olyte. When you charge your phone, you are aggressively pushing

b articles spec1f1cally, Lithium ions (Li™+) through the hallway into the
Anode room. They do not want to be there. It is cramped. It is
Manthan Chawda ik electrochemically Znstable. They desperately want to go bazk to the Cou—
3 Year B TECH. CSE oy — Cathode room where they are comfortable. And here is the magic rule of F_.-!'
School of Technology ; - electrochemistry:
: When you connect your phone to a circuit, you open a side door. The
Lithium ions sprint back to the Cathode through the internal hallway.m:;ﬂ':! :
heir negativel; _charged “electrons (e”-)are forced to take the long way e
around through the external circuit. This flow of sprinting electrons iSTF- -

=

It is a Monday morning. You are standing in the middle of a bustling intersection

N e AN |

n ci ne air smells of exha fumes, hot asphalt and hurried |

y U

OudL 11 yoOu 100 e 1d. e are cnanging. A silent ~E j tion i_s_ - e
g past you. Sleek, soundless ele ehicle are cutting through th - éh 1: - E_HI' :EM g~ '?;mll dr1ve§_EEP elect by d-ﬂi
i . s - - . : s elegant flow is ggﬁ hr_&.:fﬂndamental e,
morning traffic. The noise of combustion engin slowly repla L?L""---'.-_i_ . "

-
5

l Lzl JCOO>+.L'L2 + xe

o )
e

Green energy!" "Zero emissions!" : - - — <z e
L is not just a trend, it has become a global mandate nowad P LT m 4.'1'_, - "Eh-
d But [ want you to pause for a moment. Look ¢ uristic cars'and - S 2

LLCOO)

=8 .A.—
o .

etscal.l s 3 T i 1 ; : .._

.' “"3@""0.1151?_ _-'—'_ == '__T" :_.'1 _< ‘" ‘i*__ DI -. ;“.'_ *"ﬁ:u ere-hargmg_had degraded
: - - ock hose -m1croscop1q
hallways But m e.;;o T takegﬂne‘_ﬂderlymg che-m1s1;5.y 1s"ﬁaa71ess
Now-that the c mistry is solved the electric car is on the road. As the
world pushes for "Net Zero" emissions, the demand for EVs has
skyrocketed. In 2021, the world consumed around 500,000 tonnes of
lithium, but that figure is projected to explode to over 3 million tonnes by
the year 2030. But here lies the mystery. The Earth is vast, but Lithium is a
finite resource. It cannot be grown or manufactured from thin air. Gravity
wants to keep it buried in the Earth. So, where is it all coming from?
s e T Look-at a map of South America. The answer l1es in a region discovered by

P ¥ b For the third time today, her battery has failed her. It drains wildly, entering a e w
downward spiral from 15% to 1% in a matter of seconds, before going completely

black. She looks at the sleek electric SUV parked nearby, a vehicle carrying

thousands of cells nearly identical to the one that just died in her palm.

Riya looks up at the sky and asks the question that has puzzled consumers for a

decade: "Why does my phone always die? What makes these batteries so
special? And why does the whole world seem to be fighting over them?"

i

The answer doesn't lie in a software update or a broken charger. It lies in a R . - geologists, a place known as the "Lithium Trian gle TENRE Dorair ; 3
microscopic dance of ions. The engineers keeping that EV moving and the -y -J____ " ! e e . Chlle Argentma o _Boliv1a — oo 1extremely S z_Ql;_le contalns~ ﬁ
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metal. We call it “Lithium”. But the global energy market calls it something else = ™ 2 m!‘.w e

. ent1rely They call it "White Gold". . E T ;

- = The story of this power begins inside the battery casing, much like the story of . v B

v the kite begins with a knot. To Riya, the battery is just a heavy, sealed black e ' -
" rectangle. But have you ever stopped to wonder how it traps electricity? Why - 3‘1"'-. ©alg

doesn't the energy just leak away? : i ] . .




We have all heard of the green revolution. We see the silent cars and
feel proud. But pause and think. At what cost?

This is where electrochemistry turns into an Environmental Crisis. In the
high Andean salt flats, the extraction process doesn't look like traditional
mining. Instead, companies drill deep into the desert floor to pump up
salty, mineral rich brine to the surface. This brine is left in massive, neon
blue evaporation pools under the intense desert sun and wind. To extract
this "White Gold", an extreme amount of water is sacrificed. We are
talking about a highly water intensive extraction process in one of the
driest places on Earth. In the Atacama Salt Flat, studies show that
groundwater levels have plummeted by more than 10 meters over the last
15 years. This drastic drop severely depletes the ecosystem, causing the
loss of local vegetation and threatening the populations of native
flamingos.

The local Indigenous communities, such as the Lickan Antay and Colla,
who rely on this fragile ecosystem for agriculture and traditional camelid
herding, are watching their vital resources dry up.

Just as the synthetic Chinese Manjha hacked the science of kite flying to
win more battles but became a curse for the environment, our aggressive
extraction of Lithium is trying to hack the climate crisis but is becoming a
curse for the Andean ecosystems. We are trying to save the planet, but in
doing so, we are breaking the safety valves of the local environment.

But let's be honest. This crisis is not just about environmental
degradation. It is about a fierce global battle for control.

Riya's phone is just a tiny pawn in a massive geopolitical chess game. The
global lithium supply chain is heavily concentrated, with countries like
Australia, Chile and China producing the vast majority of the world's
supply. When a new deposit is found, it sends shockwaves through the
market. For instance, the recent discovery of 59 million tonnes of
estimated reserves in India's Jammu and Kashmir or a massive 8.5 million-
tonne deposit in Iran, immediately alters international bargaining power.

Countries and corporations are aggressively securing long term contracts, attempting to
outmaneuver one another in a calculated strategic pull. They are instinctively acting as
political physicists. If nature concentrated the resources, humanity must aggressively
manufacture the supply chains.

However, every story has a conflict. The villain in the modern story of our green transition is
our own insatiable consumption. As Riya finally gets in her cab and plugs her phone into a
portable charger, she watches the battery icon turn green. She is relieved.

She doesn't realize it, but today, she is more than just a passenger. When she bought that
smartphone, she became a part of a global supply chain. When she dreamed of an EV, she
became a driver of the international green transition.

And that is the true magic and tragedy of this era.

We call it the "Green Revolution". But in reality? It is the world’s most complex balancing act.
And the best part is, you don't need an economics degree to understand it. You just need to
look at your smartphone, feel the weight of its battery, and realize the global journey it took
to get into your palm.

Conclusion

Our push for sustainable energy is ambitious, forward looking and delightfully chaotic. But
look deeper. Beneath that chaos, there is a delicate planetary harmony that is being tested.
It is where human innovation clashes with planetary limits and where the laws of
electrochemistry dictate international relations.

As the cab drives away, Riya isn't thinking about the salt flats of South America. She is just
happy her phone is alive. And perhaps, that is the final secret. We can analyze the battery
capacity, calculate the voltage, and debate the extraction methods: But at the end of the day,
the Lithium Crisis isn't just about the war in the corporate boardrooms or the mines. It is
about the invisible thréad that connects a twenty-two-year-old's daily convenience to an
indigenous farmer's drying well.

So, here is to the engineers in the laboratories. Here is to the local communities fighting for
their water. And here is to an Earth that is fragile enough to need saving, but finite enough
to demand our respect. The race for the white gold is on.



WHEN MATERIALS
LEARN TO HEAL:

The Science Behind Self-Healing
Materials
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Can the materials of tomorrow repair themselves just like living organisms?

Scientists have long asked a fascinating
question:

What if materials could repair themselves
before those cracks became catastrophic?
The answer is no longer science fiction.
From bacteria-infused concrete that seals
its own fractures to polymers capable of
restoring their original strength after being
cut, a new generation of self-healing
materials is transforming how we think
about durability. Inspired by nature's
remarkable ability to regenerate, these
materials are redefining engineering,
medicine, aerospace, and electronics.

The future may not belong to stronger
materials alone but to materials that know
how to heal.

A single microscopic
crack often thinner than
a human hair is enough
to trigger the failure of
an aircraft component, a
bridge, or even a
spacecraft.

Every year, corrosion, fatigue,
and structural deterioration cost
the global economy over USS2.5
trillion, amounting to roughly 3-
4% of global GDP. Much of this
damage begins with tiny cracks
invisible to the naked eye.

A Bridge That Refused to Break: A Story of Nature Inspiring Engineering

In the quiet Dutch city of Delft, engineers faced a familiar yet expensive problem.
A newly constructed concrete structure had begun developing tiny cracks. To
the untrained eye, the surface appeared perfectly intact. However, under a
microscope, networks of hairline fractures had already begun forming. Rainwater
slowly seeped through these openings, carrying oxygen and salts deeper into the
concrete.

Within months, corrosion began attacking the embedded steel reinforcement.

For decades, this process has been one of the world's greatest infrastructure
challenges. Bridges, tunnels, dams, parking garages, and high-rise buildings all
suffer the same silent deterioration.

Engineers traditionally respond with inspections, repairs, protective coatings, or
complete replacement solutions that consume enormous financial and
environmental resources.

But this time, researchers tried something radically different.

Instead of repairing the concrete after it cracked, they asked:

Could the concrete repair itself?

Their answer came not from another engineering textbook but from biology.
Scientists incorporated dormant limestone-producing bacteria, Bacillus species,
into the concrete mixture along with tiny nutrient capsules. Under normal
conditions, the bacteria remained inactive for years. When cracks formed and
rainwater entered, the moisture awakened the dormant bacteria.

The microorganisms consumed their nutrients and produced calcium carbonate
(CaCOs) the same mineral found in seashells and limestone.

Gradually, the tiny crack filled itself with newly formed mineral deposits, restoring
the concrete's watertight integrity before significant damage could occurThe
bridge had not become stronger.It had become capable of healing itself. That
moment marked more than an engineering breakthrough. It represented a
profound shift in how humanity designs materials—not as passive objects destined
to degrade, but as dynamic systems capable of responding to damage.

Nature Has Been Solving This Problem for Millions of Years

Imagine accidentally cutting your finger while cooking.Within seconds, blood
begins clotting. Within hours, specialized cells migrate toward the wound. Over
the following days, new tissue forms.

Weeks later, only a faint scar remains. The human body performs this repair
without external intervention. Trees behave similarly.

When their bark is damaged, they produce protective resins that seal exposed
tissues. Bones continuously remodel themselves throughout life, replacing
damaged tissue with new mineralized structures.

Even certain reptiles can regenerate lost tails.

Nature never attempts to create perfectly indestructible structures. Instead,
evolution has perfected something far more efficient:

The ability to repair damage before it becomes fatal.

For centuries, engineers pursued stronger alloys, harder ceramics, lighter
composites, and more durable polymers.

Yet every material shared the same unavoidable weakness.

Once damaged, it remained damaged.The emergence of self-healing materials
represents a philosophical transformation.Instead of preventing every crack,
scientists are teaching materials how to respond when failure inevitably begins.

b}



The Sustainability Advantage

One of the greatest promises of self-healing materials lies not only in
performance—but in sustainability. Every repaired bridge delays
demolition. Every longer-lasting aircraft component reduces raw material
consumption. Every electronic device that survives longer prevents
additional electronic waste. The environmental implications are
enormous. The construction industry alone is responsible for a
significant share of global carbon dioxide emissions.

Extending the lifespan of buildings and infrastructure by even a few
decades could substantially reduce resource extraction, manufacturing
energy, and greenhouse gas emissions. Rather than constantly replacing
damaged materials, future societies may increasingly focus on
maintaining and regenerating what already exists.

Self-healing materials therefore represent more than an engineering
innovation. They represent a shift toward a circular economy. A Future Written
in Smart Materials Imagine walking through a city in 2050.The bridge beneath
your feet quietly repairs microscopic fatigue damage overnight. Your electric
vehicle's battery continuously seals tiny internal defects before they affect
performance. The screen of your wearable device recovers from scratches
during charging.

A satellite orbiting thousands of kilo metres above Earth repairs itself after
being struck by microscopic space debris. None of these events require
engineers, repair crews, or replacement parts. The materials themselves
perform the maintenance. This vision is no longer confined to speculative
fiction. Each year, researchers move one step closer to making these
technologies a practical reality.

Conclusion: A New Definition of Strength

For centuries, humanity measured the strength of materials by one simple
question: How much force can they withstand before breaking?

The twenty-first century asks a different question:

What happens after they break? The answer is transforming engineering.
Strength is no longer defined solely by resistance. It is increasingly defined by
resilience. Nature has always understood this principle. Bones heal. Skin
regenerates. Trees seal their wounds. Now, human innovation is beginning to
emulate these timeless biological strategies. Self-healing materials symbolize a
profound evolution in engineering philosophy. Rather than creating materials
that merely survive damage, scientists are creating materials capable of
recovering from it. As artificial intelligence, nanotechnology, synthetic biology,
and advanced manufacturing continue to converge, the materials of tomorrow
may no longer be passive building blocks.

They may become active partners in the systems they support. The future of
materials science is not simply about making stronger matter. It is about
creating matter that learns one of nature's oldest and most powerful lessons:
The ability to heal.




