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Preamble:

The Passing and Promotion criteria of GSFC University were previously defined through the
referenced circular. However, during the past four years of implementing the ATKT (Allowed
to Keep Terms) Rules, several practical challenges have been observed. For example,
students are required to clear all ATKTs from the first year (Semesters I and II) to qualify for
promotion to Semester V. Similarly, all ATKTs from the second year (Semesters III and IV)
must be cleared to be promoted to Semester VII. While the rules have played a key role in
maintaining Academic Quality and Discipline, there have been few instances where students

with only one or two ATKTs faced difficulties in progressing to the next semester.

In view of this, a detailed review of the existing policy was conducted, and a proposal to
Revise the ATKT Rules for Promotion to Higher Semesters was submitted to the
President of GSFC University. After careful consideration, the President has kindly approved
the proposed changes.

Decision:

To enhance academic support and facilitate the smooth progression of students to higher
semesters, GSFC University has revised the requirement of clearing all subjects of

specific semesters for promotion to subsequent semesters.

The revised Promotion Criteria are outlined in Annexure - I, while the other passing and
rejoining norms remain unchanged and are also reproduced in Annexure - I for reference.

The Revised Policy shall be effective from Academic Year 2025-26. \o
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Annexure-1

Promotion and Passing Criteria
(Effective from Academic Year 2025-26)

Passing Criteria:

1.

A minimum of 36% marks must be obtained individually in both
components — (1) Mid-Semester Examination (out of 20 marks) &
Continuous Evaluation (CE) (out of 40 marks) and (2) End
Semester Examination (out of 40). Additionally, a student must
secure at least 40% marks overall in the subject i.e. by combining
both internal and external examinations.

A student shall be declared “Failed” in a course if they do not
secure a minimum of 36% marks independently in both the
Internal Assessment and the End Semester Examination, as
outlined below:

Particular Total Marks | Minimum
Passing Marks
Internal:
01. Mid Sem Exam
(0)
02. Continuous Evaluation 60 22 (36%)
Component
External: End Semester Exam 40 14 (36%)
Overall 100 40 (40%)

Students are required to appear in the End Semester
Examination, even if they have secured 40% marks in their
internal assessment (i.e., Mid-Semester and Continuous
Evaluation Components). Failure to appear in the End Semester
Examination will result in the student being declared “Fail” in the
respective subject and awarded an ATKT in that subject.

In case a student fails in any subject—whether in the internal
assessment, external assessment, or both—they will be required
to appear for the ATKT examination for the entire subject, as per
the announced schedule, by paying the prescribed fees in
accordance with the prevailing University rules.



In the case of ATKT, the marks obtained in the regular
examination components (i.e., Mid-Term, Continuous Evaluation
Component, and End-Term) for the respective subject will not be
carried forward. Only the marks secured in the ATKT
examination will be considered for the declaration of the grade in
that subject.

A minimum Cumulative Grade Point Average (CGPA) of 5.00 is
required for the award of the degree.

The maximum duration allowed to earn the degree, including the
period of withdrawal/detained (if applicable), is as follows:

e 06 years for the 4-year UG program
e 5 years for the 3-year UG program
e 4 years for the 2-year PG program

Promotion Criteria:

8.

10.

11.

12.

At any point of time, a student can have a maximum of 4
pending backlogs.

Backlogs of Immediate Previous Semester will not be counted
for Determination of Detention.

If Number of Backlogs is more than 04 (Four) then new subjects
will not be allocated and the student will be detained for one
year.

For Example: A student in Semester IV has 02 backlogs in
Semester [, 01 backlog in Semester II, and 03 backlogs in
Semester III — totalling 6 backlogs. For detention purposes,
only backlogs of Semesters I and II (i.e., before the immediate
previous semester) are counted, which adds up to 3. Since this
is within the allowed limit, the student is not detained. However,
once the student enters in Semester V, all backlogs before
Semester IV will be counted. If the total backlogs exceed 4 at
that point, the student will be detained.

If the students fail to clear their backlogs in additional two years
after their respective program duration (including detention



13.

period), he / she will be declared failed i.e. not entitled for any
award of degree.

Students may be given two options to repeat the semester
during detention period:

(a) By attending Regular Classes for pending ATKT subjects
without paying any Tuition Fees OR
(b) By Self Study of the ATKT Backlogs.

However, students are advised to attend the classes of their
ATKT subjects. In both the options, the student will be allowed to
appear in the ATKT exam by paying necessary Examination Fees.

Re-joining Process:

14.

15.

Upon completing the one-year detention period and successfully
clearing the required ATKT/Backlog Courses/Subjects, the
student shall rejoin the regular semester with the current
academic year's batch, following the curriculum applicable to
that batch.

Upon rejoining, the student must fulfill all academic
requirements of the respective semester in order to be eligible to
appear in the regular end-semester examination.



